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Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur (1621-1675)
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He, who fears no one, nor makes others afraid;
says Nanak, O mind, he alone is wise, who knows his God.
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President's Message

S. Harmeet Singh Kalka
President (Officiating),
Delhi Sikh Gurudwara Management Committee

Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Khalsa College, University of Delhi, was established in 1951 to provide higher
education to the displaced persons in the aftermath of partition of the country in 1947, Delhi Sikh Gurudwara
Management Committee has for years ensured sufficient allocation of resources to promote education among
students from different faiths, The College has been named after the Ninth Guru, Sri Guru legh Bahadur
Sahib, to propagate the great Guru's cherished ideals of service and self=sacrifice amongst the youth with the
motto March Forward,

Through the passing years, the College has striven towards building an excellent, highly developed teaching
and learning environment for generations of students to be the best in their fields, Our results in academics
have been impressive and in some courses we rank with the best in the University of Delhi. We have also
excelled in the field of sports and extra-curricular activities. Four of our distinguished former sportspersons
gymnast Shyam Lal (1961), weightlifter Dalbir Singh (1975), cricketer Mohinder Amarnath (1981) and
athlete Vijay Mala Bhanot (2001) have bagged the coveted Arjuna Award, for excellence in their respective
sports.

The college has a distinguished teaching staff who have either completed their Ph.D or M.Phil Programs and
have also published widely to contribute towards the field of knowledge in society. The college has on its rolls
about 3,832 students from all over the country and abroad. For years we have been successfully organizing
National and International seminars, conferences, professional development programmes for the students and
teachers as an integral part of the academic programs offered by us. Following our NAAC acereditation
mspection in October 2016 with an A grade and third position in National Ranking Framework 2017, our
Institution ranks among the best five colleges in the University of Delhi.

To promote Punjabi language, we give preference in admissions to students who wish to study this language.
No effortis spared to make the institutions of Delhi Sikh Gurudwara Management Committee as distinguished
Centers of Excellence. The College has organized an International Conference on Guru Nanak's Philosophy
and Legacy to commemorate the 550" Birth Anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev.

Our motto has always been to serve humanity with humility and dedication. Delhi Sikh Gurudwara
Management Committee wants to ensure that talented students from economically weaker sections also get
equal opportunities in higher education and development of their skills and personalities. Generous
scholarships are given to such students of all communities and also to those who are either physically or
visually challenged so that they can pursue their higher studies and contribute towards society, Over the years
SGTB Khalsa College has thus, helped generations of students from all sections of society in their path
towards achieving success in their fields.




General Secretary's Message

S. Manjinder Singh Sirsa
General Secretary
lhi Sikh Gurudwara Management Committee

Established in 1951 by the Delhi Sikh Gurudwara Management Committee, our statutory body under an act of
Parliament, Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Khalsa College is a prestigious institution of Delln University, committed

toexcellence in higher education.

After the partition of 1947, the institution has made significant attempts in many directions to ensure
comprehensive social transformation by providing access to quality education to not only Punjabi refugees and
Sikhs in particular but also to youth from all sections of society. The teachings of the great Gurus accompanied
by the able puidanee of highly professional teachers ereated a propitious environment for academic, moral and
aesthetic development of the students, It is satisfying to note that in the years gone by, many of our students
have emerged as outstanding achievers in the field of sports, judiciary, bureaueracy, armed forces, corporate

sector, business and politics,

In the academic year 2018-19, we celebrate the 550" birth anniversary of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji by organizing
an International Seminar the College has orgamized an International Conference on Gurn Nanak's
Philosophy and Legacy on 22-23 February 2019, The conference having a distinet academic orientation
combines valuable rescarch studies on the philosophical, historical and social legacy of Guru Nanak Dev,
revered as the founder of Sikh religion,

The College has always aimed to promote a skill based development of students who can efortlessly integrate
into the demands of a changing society, We have always encouraged students to actively take part in Sports and
co-curricular activities. It is a matter of pride for us that we have many active societies in the College, ranging
from Photography, Debates and Discussions, Painting, Poetry and Model United Nations (MUN) that have

helped students to hamess their creative and aesthetic potentials.

It is our constant endeavor t improve the overall infrastructure of the College so that the students and teachers
can derive maximum benefits from the same, While expressing gratitude to the teaching and non-teaching staff
of the College, | appeal to them and the students to make use of the Facilities created in the College due to the

benevolence of the Delhi Sikh Gurudwara Management Committee.




Chairman's Message
S. Tarlochan Singh

Former Chairman, National Minority Commission &
Member of Rajya Sabha

The College has been named after the Ninth Guru, Sahib Guru Tegh Bahadur, whose martyrdom for the cause
of secularism and principles of compassion provide the guiding spirit for the Institution, In a world torm by
internecine strife, Guru Tegh Bahadur's message of freedom of worship can become a guiding principle to
restore peace and harmony in our socicty,

Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Khalsa College started in July 1951, with admissions to under-graduate courses in
Economics, History, Mathematics, Political Science and preparatory courses. The pre-medical stream was
introduced from the next session, Archives reveal that our first bateh of students appeared in the University of
Delhi examinations, in 1952, The leaders of the Sikh community in Delhi in the turbulent years after Partition
are to be applauded for their commendable vision in establishing an institute of Higher Education, which has
now become one of the premier institutions of the University of Delhi, SGTB Khalsa College had a modest
beginning and was situated in four rooms in a school in Dev Nagar, In the initial year, we began with 49
students and a faculty of six teachers. College expanded rapidly during the 1950-60, as new courses in both
science and arts were introduced. B.Com (Honours) was first introduced in 1971. For over two decades, from
1951-1973 SGTH Khalsa College Aourished in the Dev Nagar premises and then shified to its current site at the
University campus,

Having successfully completed the inspection for NAAC acereditation in October 2016 and being placed third
in National Ranking Framework 2017, the college has undergone significant upgradation in infrastructure,
which along with a research-oriented environment provides students and teachers with many opportunities to
excel in various fields. The College scored an A grade with an outstanding score of 3.4 1, which puts us among
the top five colleges of the University of Delhi. The Guru Angad Dev, Teaching Learning Centre which started
the Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCS), has taken many dynamic initiatives towards the vision of
building a better teaching-learning environment. | am also delighted that the College has organized an
International Conference on Guru Nanak's Philosophy and Legacy to commemorate the 550" Birth
Anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev. It provides an excellent platform for thinkers across the globe to present their
views on the philosophical, historical and social legacy of Guru Nanak Dev.

Full credit goes to the distinguished office-bearers and members of the Delhi Sikh Gurudwara Management
Committee for rapidly improving the infrastructure and facilities at SGTB Khalsa College. The DSGMC is a
far-sighted body, which is financially supporting several schools, colleges and training institutes. | also
compliment Dr. Jaswinder Singh, Principal and the dedicated staff for their constant endeavours to improve the
academic standards in SGTB Khalsa College and to encourage students to also showcase their talent and skills
in various sports and extracurricular activities.

I am grateful 1o S. Kulbhushan Singh Chadha, Honorary Treasurer and all other members of the Governing
Body for their willing co-operation.




Principal's Message
Dr. Jaswinder Singh

Principal
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Khalsa College

Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Khalsa College, as one of the leading institutions of University of Delhi is committed
towards excellence in higher education, innovation in teaching and learning and a holistic development of
students into responsible citizens. Manay ki Jaat Sabhai Eke Pehehanbo has been our College's guiding
principle. Over these years as part of its outreach programme, the College has helped students of the
underprivileged and minority communities by transforming them into informed and vibrant individuals
through education,

To develop leaders and morally responsible citizens across disciplines that will make a difference globally, the
College is devoted to exeellence in learning and thus maintains an amalgamation of modemnity and tradition in
education. The College is running over twenty two Undergraduate programmes and twelve Master
programmes in sciences, social sciences and humanities, To meet contemporary requirements and provide a
more composite and application-based education, the College is also running professional courses in
Electronics, Business Economics, Forensic Science and Computer Seience and has evolved a Centre for E-
Learning 10 generate high quality, multimedia-enriched digital content for enhancing the quality of its |
education. |

Guru Angad Dev Teaching Learning Centre committed to collocating teaching and research across wide i
multimedia and online platforms, has organized a four week long Faculty Induction Programme and numerous
Faculty Empowerment Workshops, During this academic year, we have also held several seminars, workshops
and public lectures which have been attended by many distinguished personalities. National Ranking
Framework 2017 has placed us third in terms of research publications across colleges in the country. The
College has also taken up many academic endeavours to promote Sikh and Punjabi Studies.

To commemorate the 550" Birth Anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev, the € ‘ollege has organized an International
Conference on Guru Nanak's Philosophy and Legacy on 22-23 February 2019, The conference having a
distinct academic orientation combines valuable research studies on the philosophical, historical and social
legacy of Guru Nanak Dev, revered as the founder of Sikh religion. This event marks the start of a year full of
seminars, activities, events and cultural programmes celebrating the 550th Birth Anniversary of Guru Nanak
Dev Iiand promoting Sikh Studies,

In the present globalised environment, our students are also being trained in various languages through

certificate and diploma courses in French, German, Russian, Spanish, Chinese, Korean and Japanese, Many of

our students are leading scientists, teachers, civil servants, journalists, outstanding sports persons and business '
professionals contributing significantly in the nation building process,

Our parent body, DSGMC has always provided us the guidance and financial support in the infrastructure
development and academic projects of the college. | especially thank the Editorial Board for the excellent work
in bringing out a well-designed and comprehensive issue of the College magazine, Tegh 2018-19,




Chief Editor’s Message
Dr. Inderdeep Kaur

Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Khalsa College

The year 2009 marks the 550th Birth Anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev, This issue of college magazine, Tegh
shares in this vear-long celebration of the philosophical and social legacy of Guro Nanak Dev, the founder of
Sikh religion. This special edition of the magazine is therefore a tribute and contribution to spreading the
message ol the Guru amongst the youth,

Here | would acknowledge the trust and academic support given 1o us by our Principal who has taken a keen
interest in the making of this particular issue, We have therefore devoted a special section on Guru Nanak Dev
which also charts out as well as promotes Sikh studies. At the time of conception, it was not clear to us what
shape this section would assume but we got crucial inputs and valuable support from both faculty members and
students alike. Several teachers from various departments have contributed articles on a plethora of subjects
and topics related to the philosophy of Guru Nanak which is a common legacy of human kind, particularly in
the sub-continent,

I am pleased to share that the section will give readers a glimpse into rare archives which are idealized
renderings that envision in brush sketches a master design from Guler series, Seeing such visual art on Guru
Manak enthralled us from the very beginning because little beyond common photos and sketches of the Guru
have survived in literature and other media, While He is often portrayed as wearing a chola, wooden sandals,
with a mala and a *saify turban’, this particular section interestingly carries paintings which attempt to depict
his transformations from a child visionary to a Guru-saint, The Kartarpur Corridor is also commemorated with
a beautiful painting of Kartarpur Sahib Gurudwara ji created by our own student on the front cover. Besides this
speciil section, our team has worked tirelessly on all the regular sections with much enthusiastic support from
students themselves,

It was indeed a great team work with students keeping their spirits up as young journalist, collecting and
processing the information from all societies and departments of college. | therefore thank the entire team for
their immense coordination and meticulous attention to details along with spirited hard work,

“Nanak, the whole world is indistress. He who believes in the Name, becomes vietorious ™,
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Editorial Board

PATRON: Dr. JASWINDER SINGH
CHIEF EDITOR: Dr. INDERDEEP KAUR
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Sri Gurn Tegh Bahadur Khalsa College is organizing two days international conference on "'
Guru Nanak's Philosophy and Legacy ™ on February 22 and 23" ,2019. In this conference
eminent scholars and public personalities shall be honoured. Prominent among these are
Justice Afzal Halder, lqbal Qaiser.Kazi Nazrul Islam, I rof. N. Muthumohan, Prof. Jai Bhagwean
Goyal, Prof. Dharampal Maini, Prof. Himadri Banerjee, Dr. Balbhinder Singh Bhogal and
D Francesco Cassia. Research papers on the philosophy and legacy of Gurn Nanak shall be
presented in three academic sessions, The conference shall be inaugurated by chief euest M
Hardip Singh Puri, union minster for housing development. Bhai Gobind Singh Longowal,
President, SGPC shall preside over and My Navtej Sarna former ambassador US shall present
the keynote address.
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“The Secret of religion is In living in the world without being overcome by it."”
-Guru Nanak Dev

Pandits greet
the infant
Nanak's parents

(
Young Nanak :L:EE

brought to school by
father,Kalu Bedi

Nanak distributing
goods to the
poor in Sultanpur
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The Legacies of Guru Nanak Dev

History is a lived experience for any community or pation. It is not confined to what actually took
place in the past and how it is recorded in archives. More than that, it is important that how the
community remembers it's past and how it shapes their present, Sikhisms the youngest member
of world religions and its history is part of everyday experience for its members. Its founder, Guru
Nanak Dev's memary and teachings are now part of common heritage of humanity. Guru WEGELS
Dev is the greatforce behind the development of Punjabl language and literature, He is a great
bridge between the Bhakti movment of Sant tradition and Sufi movement. His visits to all the
major Hindu pilgrim places and Sufi establishment in India and west asia are recollected and
remembered in the Janam Sakhi tradition popularized by Gurmukhi writers. Popularly called
'‘Udhasi’, these visits reflect Guru Nanak's engagement with the diverse religious traditions. Guru
Nanak respected all but he Jaid particular emphasis on how the people follow a religion in spirit
and not merely in letter. His compositions reflect his thought about the true religion and pursuit of
truthful living as against the idea of life based on corruption and falsehood.

Year 2019 marks 550" year of Guru Nanak Dev's birth (1469-2019). Since Guru Nanak's legacy is
not confined to India, it is being remembered all over the world with much enthusiasm and
devotion. Government of India has announced a very grand plan of year long celebrations.
Government of Pakistan has announced the opening of Kartarpur Sahib corridor and
establishment of Baba Guru Nanak University.

To celebrate the 550™ Birth Anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev Ji, sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Khalsa
College organized a series of academic events beginning with a seminar on Baba Nanak: Life and
Legacy by Dr. Gurinder singh Mann on 2 November, 2018 . It traced the need for remapping the
life, mission and contribution of Guru Nanak. It proposed to relocate Guru Nanak in his social and
political environs. Talking of the founding of the Kartarpur settiement, it talks of the socio-cultural
background of its early caretakers (Sikhs). The occasion was graced by S. Tarlochan singh 1,
Chairman, Management Committee, SGTR Khalsa College and Dr. Jaswinder sSingh, Principal SGTB
Khalsa College along with the teaching and non-teaching faculty and students of thecollege.
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‘Nanak naam jahaaj hai. Charhe so uttare paar’
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Nanak, the name of Waheguru is like a ship which will take you to your salvation) (‘6
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A Muslim by religion, Bhai Mardana with his Rabaab followed the Guru in all his
‘Udaasis’. Guru Nanak would say “Mardanya vaja rabaab baani aayi.”
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% A Divine Call |

Desire and the universe conspire to give it to you, A motivational thought, sounds good, butwhenit ‘
actually happens then you wonder, “Is it the universe or our Babaji sending signals”. | too was the |
victim of social media, an active member of the Himalayan Group on Facebook, where people
shared their travel stories highlighting Leh-Ladakh as the place to be. A search for places of interest
there brought back the memories of the stories | had heard as a child from my mother. The stories
of our Baba Nanak, about the demons he had killed and various impressions which exist today, like
the hand impression at Punja Sahib and the body impression at Pathar Sahib. A silent prayer was
made by the heart to visit the Gurdwara Pathar Sahib and experience God in the imprints on the
boulder, and also to enjoy the cold Leh desert. All plans fell in place, despite the hurdles, and scon
the cold breeze of the snow-clad mountains embraced me and whispered in my ears, “Welcome to
the land of Lama". Guru Nanak fondly called as Nanak Lama in Ladakh, is deeply revered among the
Ladakhis. Eager to be blessed, the first stop after acclimatization of 24 hours was Gurudwara Pathar
Sahib which Is at a distance of 40 kms from the Leh city, on Leh-Kargil highway. History reveals that
Guru Nanak was in Leh on one of His udasis (journey) to Kashmir and Punjab, coming from Sikkim,
Nepal, and Tibet. As per the local legend, Guruji was informed by the locals aboutthe presence ofa
demon on the hills who troubled and killed people. Guruji decided to save the people and settled
near the hill and started preaching sermons which ignited the wrath of the demon. He wanted to

’ kill Gurujl and threw a huge boulder from the hill top on Guruji meditating on the foothills. The rock (
on touching Guruji, transformed into soft molten wax and took the shape of back and shoulders of
Babaji, The demon on seeing this made a second attempt and kicked the rock with all his might.

J However, with the rock being soft, his right foot got embedded in it. The foot impression was
created even after he took out the foot, which left him thunderstruck. He fell on the feet of Guru g
after realizing his worthlessness in front of the spiritual powers of Guruji. He begged for forgiveness
and from then on, as is written in the pages of history, He started serving the people. Baba Nanak
then proceeded on his onwards journey, However, history long forgotten was revived during late [
1970 when on the construction of the Leh-Nimu road, a huge boulder covered with prayer flags was
encountered, which refused to budge from its position. Following several failed attempts, the |
crane worker and the army officer overlooking the construction work, both had a dream in which
they received an instruction of not removing the boulder. The next day many Ladakhis visited the
place and narrated the entire story to the army personnel, who later, along with their help, built a
Gurdwara on the site. Today, the Indian army posted there takes care of the Gurudwara and its |
maintenance. Bowing my head in reverence and seeking spiritual redemption my mind was clam .
and at home. Listening to the Gurbani kirtan the body was eliminated of all pains of the journey.
The heart longed to continue to be seated in His shrine, but now the stomach started giving signals |
to move to the Langar Hall. The langar served to all is prepared by the army personnel posted
there. Having the langar sitting on the carpeted warm floor mats along with other tourists at 12000
feet above sea level among the snow-clad Himalayas was truly a divine experience that the soul
was in search of. It was the first ime, both the heart and the mind in unison, were not approving to
proceed further, but the cab driver's call and warnings about time limit made me move towa rds the

joragharbut with strings attached and a desire to return. (
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The divine heard my prayers and exactly a year later, in 2017, with my school friends a second trip to
Leh was planned which materialized without hindrances and soon | was again seated in his sanctum
sanctorium. This time | returned with the Rumala Saheb for my Guruji, which | had somehow missed
out on my first visit. When the Granthiji, after the ardaas, placed the Rumala Saheb on Guru Granth
Sahib ji, my heart cried with tears of happiness to this divine call. Though on this second trip | was
hospitalized a day later with acute mountain sickness, | had no regrets as my wish to visit Gurudwara
Pathar Sahib had been granted. Abiding by the teachings of Guru Nanak had made me strong and
brave to fight this sickness alone, miles away from home, While in hospital, | realized the goodness of
people around me. Our driver from the first trip, who became more like a family member towards the

7%

end of the trip, came to my rescue, which strengthened my belief, “Jaisa Beejai so lune jo khate so
| khae, Agai puch na hovai je san nisaane jaye”. These are the teachings of Guru Nanak Dev Ji, which
guide us to do good and it shall come back to you.
-

Parminder Kaur Narang
Department of Zoology \
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Situating Guru Nanak in Historical Context »

The advent and evolution of Sikh religion has invoked enormous writings from the historians and
other scholars. Various Interpretations regarding the nature of Guru Nanak’s movement are part of
the mainstream academics. This piece attempts to present an overview of the socio-economic and
religious milieu in Punjab during the time of Guru Nanak (1469-1539). A brief synopsis of social
composition of the dominant followers and the intellectual premises of Guru Nanak is underlined.
If we trace the historical background of this movement, it is widely accepted that northern regions
of India during 13th to 16th centuries were undergoing economic and social transformation. With
the introduction of new technology like spinning wheel and Persian Wheel, this era witnessed
proliferation of lower castes and peasantisation of pastoral communities. During 13th to 16th
century, land under cultivation in Punjab increased remarkably. Abul Fazl writes that Punjab was |
unrivalled in the prosperity of its agriculture in the sixteenth century, most of which was based

upon irrigation from well. Irfan Habib's postulation suggests that any improvement in the [
mechanism of raising water from wells, like the Persian wheel, was bound to have considerable

affect on the extension or development of cultivation in Punjab. He brings into focusthat the area

of the prevalence of the Persian wheel very closely corresponds to the area where the Jatts are a

prominent agricultural caste. Iftikhar Ahmad cites Ain-i-Akbari to indicate the geographical spread |
of Jatt Zamindaris in Punjab in the 16th century. Jatts had migrated from the region of Sind to

Punjab. During the 11th Century they were noticed for the first time in the area of Multan and, by

’ the close of the 16th century, they came to be concentrated in all the central portions of Punjab. (

The most significant of these developments was the conversion of the Jatts from a pastoral

community to agriculturists. It seems unlike other movements, Sikhism has strong roots among the

peasantry. It is held that Jatts, originally a pastoralist community, who had been condemned to a

J humiliating position, inspite of their transformation to agriculturalist and zamindars, the old stigma g

remained. In such circumstances, Sikhism commanded the trustworthiness of large sections

among Jatts since it rejected the entire system of caste in theory and the Guru's raised the Jatts to

higher positions. It is postulated that the Jatt community may have been attracted to the Gurus

because of their inherited egalitarian or semi-egalitarian traditions. .
However all Sikh Gurus belonged to Khatri community. The Khatris were traders, money-lenders,

even landowners and played an important role in Lodi administration in Punjab. The 13th and 14th

centuries saw a rapid expansion of the artisanal and mercantile classes/castes. The ruling class

could maintain a large number of artisans to meet its necessities. One caste group of the trading

classes in Punjab which appears to have prospered with the growth of artisanal production and

trade under the Sultanate, both Delhi and Lodi, was that of Khatris. This caste played a significant '
role in the subsequent history of Punjab; it provided all the Sikh Gurus and a large number of the

initial converts to Sikhism. l'
The period of Guru Nanak witnessed the confluence of many ideas and religious currents, Besides

the presence of institutionalised religions like Brahmanism, Islam, Buddhism, and Jainism, variant i
forms of monatheist movement and Sufi traditions were also very popular amongst lower sections

of the society. It's projected that Guru Nanak was influenced by these religious currents. Although

its presumed that he might have been Influenced by Islam and Sufism and that his ideology had |
strong affinity with Nirguna Bhakti cult, yet the dominant understanding is, while Guru Nanak |
might have been influenced by them in certain respects, his theological and social ideas made a

number of departures and formulated a well-defined religious ethos that extended far beyond his I
own times. '
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Guru Nanak sought to organise a new society and build a new order on principles of justice and
equality as alternative norms to caste or creed. While most of the other contemporary expressions
of the Bhakti movement in several parts of India were in time to come, got absorbed by the
orthodox stream of Hinduism, it was only the movement of Guru Nanak that developed as an
autonomous faith which still retains a great deal of its original vitality and dynamism. Guru Nanak
took forward his principles and philosophy that later evolved into a movement. The rejection of the
caste system by Guru Nanak appeared categorical. One of the widely cited of his 'sabads is'; Fakar
jati phakar nau, Sabhana jia ika chau ('Worthless is caste and worthless an exalted name; for all
mankind there is but single refuge'). Another composition: Neechan andar neech jati, Neechi hun
ati neech Nanak tin ke sang sath, Vadian siyon kya rees Jithe neech sanmalian, Tithe nadr teri
bakhshish (| am the lowest of the low castes; low, absolutely low; | am with the lowest in
companionship, not with the so-called high. Blessing of god is where the lowly are cared for
consciousness's).
At the time of Guru Nanak's death, Sikhism had become institutionalized. But the ideological basis
for such a development had been provided by Guru Nanak. Many scholars view nominating of
successor, as the main point of difference between Nanak and his contemporary saints. During an
informal discussion, Professor Gurinder Singh Mann pointed that it was the passing of the Pothi to
his successor that made Guru Nanak's departure from other sants of his era. What distinguished
Guru Nanak from other saints is a subject of academic discussion. Nevertheless his practical social
vision was backed by positive deed, he provided a frame work for a strong egalitarian society
through the formation of institutions like 'Sangat and adoption of 'Langar' which constitute the (
original nucleus of the Sikh Panth, and both of which have been operating in the Panth ever since
theirinception and have become more relevant in the globalised era of today.

Dr Rajshree Dhali k
Dr Roopam Jasmeet Kaur

Department of History
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2 Guru Nanak Dev

Message of Social Responsibility

Fifteenth century in India presented an interesting and intriguing case of events and trends. The
arena of religion, culture and spirituality was producing new discourses of love and devotion for
God and equality and brotherhood of humanity. This was epitomized by Bhakti movement. Guru
Nanak Devji expanded the idea of Bhakti from individual salvation in to the philosophy and agenda
of social change. In North India, Guru Nanak Devji (1469-1539) acted as the harbinger of modernity
in the same way his contemporary Martin Luther (1483-1546) was leading German people through
protestant reformation which became the basis of European modernity. It is unfortunate that we
became a colony of Britain in 1757 and we were made to believe that modernity in India is the
product of western education.
Guru Nanak was not associated with the training of science or astronomy. He did not own any
laboratory or telescopes etc., but he had vision. He saw with his vision that there is no fixed number
of celestial bodies in the galaxy. Millions and millions of skies and search continues. Lakh agasa agas
patala patal (Japuj) . And earth is not placed on the horns of a bull, as it was believed then, Guru
Nanak said that earth rests on the foundation of law that is Dharma, which in Indian tradition means
law or principle, What Guru Nanak said about celestial bodies was also said by sclentists like
Copernicus, Galileo, Bruno later on but they had to suffer at the hands of organized religion of
medieval Europe. So we can say that Guru Nanak was preparing ground for Indian renaissance, As
has been discussed earlier, Guru Nanak was contemporary of Martin Luther, father of Reformation.
In fact, when Queen Victoria began to consult German scholars for the Study of Sikh religion, they
’ found a striking similarity between Guru Nanak's ideas and principles of Reformation. Thatis why

when Europeans observers recorded their observation on Sikhs in early 18th century; they found r

that they were very much modern in their social outlook.

Guru Nanak Devji was not an armchair philosopher or a world renouncing ascetic, He stood for

Karma as the basis of Dharma and he transformed the idea of spiritualismin to the ideology of social
J responsibility and social change. Earning bread labour and sharing its fruit with the community is

the idea that is the lasting legacy of Guru Nanak's teachings. He started practicing farming in thelast k

years of his stay at Kartarpur. When second Guru, Guru Angad Devji met him for the first time, he
was busy removing weeds from the crop. Guru Angad Deviji, like a true disciple, carried the burden
of this waste, the most beautiful scene from the life of Guru Nanak as desc ribed by Sikh literature,
Guru Nanak cautioned the men of religion against the habit of turning into social parasites. He
glorified the wretched of earth and declared that God's mercy is reserved for them, We can say that
Guru Nanak criticized social parasitism with strong words, He created a philosophy of social
responsibility. Guru Nanak believed in real essence of religion. In his writings and his travels, Guru
Nanak asked Hindus, Muslims, Jogis, Sanyasis,Pandits, monks, Sidhas and many more to follow the
essence of religion. He explained all that is true Namaz, true Janeu, true pilgrimage, true Roza and
true renunciation.
The search for truth is the most fundamental question in Guru Nanak's philosophy. What is truth?
How to find it? How to demolish the system of falsehood that suppresses truth? How to lead a life
based on truthful living. All these questions have been reflected upon in Japuji, Asa di Var and other
compositions by Guru Nanak. What is virtue and what is evil is also recognized in these
compositions.
Guru Nanak has explained that reciting of God's name and an unflinching faith in the way God
functions is the basis of ethical life. Reciting God's name removes the filth of evil in one's heart.
Guru Nanak was not after some vague, isolated notion of truth, He valued it as basis of ethical life,
He declared that truth is the highest value but truthful living is still higher. In this way, Guru WEGELS
bridged the gap between idea and practice of truth. This is the basis of true religion. His most
powerful message is message of soclal responsibility. The young people, studying in colleges and
universities, must remember that their education is incomplete without their social role. Vidya
Veechari ta Parupakri. (Education is gained for welfare of the others. This was Guru EGELE

message for students.
L
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n ‘The Mulmantra is Taken as
N the Essence of Sikh Thought’
Ik Oamkar There is one God
Satnam Eternal Truth is His Name
Karta purakh He is the Sole Creator
Nirbhau He knoweth no fear;

Nirvair Is at enmity with no one

Akal Murat His Being is timeless and formless
Ajuni He is not incarnate

Saibhang He iy self-existent

[o\0)
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Curuparsad Attainable he is through the grace of the Guru,The Enlightener. ((
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Guru Nanak being
received as a Guru at
his parent’s place

Guru Nanak with wife,

Sulakhni and sons (
Lakhmidas and Srichand

A mulla chides
Guru Nanak

at Mecca keeping his

feet towards [

the holy place "
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Guru Harkrishan Ji

Sikh Guru Series - VIII

In human history, there are but a few devotees of God who
have achieved a supreme level of spirituality at such a tender
age. Sri Guru Harkrishan Sahib Ji was the second and the
youngest son of Guru Har Rai ji and Mata Krishan Kaur ji.
Born on the Seventh of July 1656 at Kiratpur Sahib, Guru
Harkrishan Ji became the eighth and youngest Guru in
Sikhism when he assumed the Guru Gaddi on 7th October
1661, at the age of five after the death of Guru Har Rai Ji.

Even at the young age of five, the young Guru exhibited a magnificent degree of maturity and
wisdom. He was the one who consoled the Sikh followers upon the early demise of his father
and inspired them to abide by the will of God. As an epitome of sensibility, generosity, and
courage, Guru Harkrishan ji soon became popular among the masses and came to be known as
the Bal Guru (Child Guru). He carried on the teachings of the Gurus and preserved the legacy
he had inherited from them.

Baffled by Guru Ji's popularity, Aurangzeb, the sixth Mughal emperor, invited him to Delhi.
On his arrival, he was received by Raja Jai Singh, who requested the Guru to stay at his palace.
That palace has been carved in the pillars of history, and is known today as the Gurdwara
Bangla Sahib. While Guru Ji was in the capital, he witnessed a horrifie epidemic of cholera and
smallpox. The young Guru began to attend the sufferers, irrespective of their caste and creed.
The local Muslim population was immensely inspired by Guru Harkrishan Ji's humanitarian
acts and started calling him Bala Pritam (child prophet). Following his selfless service in an
environment torn with disease and suffering, his young body was ravaged with illness. An
ardent devotee of God, he wisely and maturely accepted it as divine will. When it became
apparent that the Guru would not survive, the Sikhs tearfully asked Him to be named their
successor, Guru Har Krishan Ji simply uttered “Baba Bakala™ before taking his last breath.

| His grand-uncle Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji, who was living in the town of Baba Bakala, wase
“recognized as his successor. In the last moment, Sri Guru Harkrishan Ji wished that nobody

should mourn him after his death and instructed the Sikh followers to sing hymns of Gurbani,

He passed away on March 30, 1664, and within his short tenure he was able to serve the
humanity to the best of his ability, The tales from those days recount that smallpox was so-
impant in Delhi that Guru Ji took smallpox upon him, and absolved the inhabitants of the
pital of it. During this time, Raja Jai Singh got a tank excavated, and it was believed thal the

_ Guru dipped his feet in the water of this tank and after that whosoever bathed in that waterwas

¢ ured o smallpox. His body was eremated on the bank of river Yamuna. where now stands the | [

glm;,i‘ﬁ sand revered Gurudwara Bala Sahib.
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Faculty Achievements

- 0 Dr Jaswinder Singh, Principal
; h;f njabi Helpline,
e

Minorities Commission,

Hrsft &
= ke M As part of the celebrations of the centenary year of the
ey famous Author Amrita Pritam, Dr. Amarjeet Kaur has
= edited a volume *Aaecyan ne Yadan Terian’. In it the
editors have relocated different dimensions of the
great creative selfof Amrita Pritam,

Dr Smita Mishra from Department of Hindi, edited four
Volumes of total collection of poetry of Sahitya Akademi
Laureate, Dr Ram Darash Mishra. These 4 volumes depict the
| broad vision and depth of experience and observation of th

poet on people, politics and contemporary issues.

| Chinmaya Lal Thakur from the Department of English edited a
| book titled ‘Literary Criticism: An Introductory Reader' in
w | October 2018, The volume is an anthology of key writings on
i ‘ literature and literary criticism by thinkers ranging from Plato

and Aristotle to W.K. Wimsatt and M.C. Beardsley.
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contribution to Hindi language and literature.

Upasana Dhanda of Business Economics Department is recipient of Prof.
Samiuddin Memorial ICA RESEARCH SCHOLAR AWARD and cash prize at
717 All India Commerce Conference organized by Indian Commerce Association
at Osmania University during 20-22 December 2018,

= Award for promotion of Punjabi at National Level -

tificate of Appreciation for promotion of higher
education esp. for minority students - by Delhi

* Recipient of 34th Dr. Radhakrishanan Memorial
National Award as Outstanding Teacher - by Akhil
Bhartiya Swatantrata Patrakar and Lekhak Sangh.

Dr. Sumita Lohia from Department of Hindi was awarded the ‘Sahitya Sarang
Samman' by 'Vishwa Hindi Sahitya Parishad' at Milan, Italy on 4 June, 2018 for her
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The Poetic In Punjabi Music

Singer Rabbi Shergill's music epitomises alternate traditions in music. Combining Rock with regional and often Sufi
wraditions. Rabbi is able to fuse masterfully the modern sensibilities with the liveliness of varied roots of Punjabi folk
music.

| Your musical oeuvre encapsulates the journey of the independent musician whose vision and resolve have persevered
through. How has the trajectory of that journey been like?

Ans. Well frankly there's two parallel trajectories: commercial and artistic. The former perhaps resembles that of a
bottle rocket and the latter a cruising 747. Resolve and perseverance are prerequisites if you want to get into the album
making business. I love all it entails: writing songs, detecting mutual affinities within them, tweaking key signatures.
seeing if some themes go together, spending eons in the studio agonising over tone, texture, mixing ete. It's food for my
soul.

5 Academic institutions cultivate one's identity and vision for the future. How do you think Khalsa contributed towards
shaping your musical sensibility”

Ans. 1 know it's my own college asking me this questionand | ought to be deferential but in the cause of truth, I should be
frank: the crucial role institutions play is that they monopolise young life. In the sense that all life happens there. That's
where everybody else is. That's where you find your tribe, your mates, girls you obsess over, endless wanderings, What |
think is cool about Khalsa is the distinetly Punjabi vibe: the Punjabi-speaking staff, the Punjabi Delhi-valas. [vs cool to
walk into a place where the fringe assumes centre stage. I met plenty of lifelong friends there, Kids with similar stories
as | but 1 remember being precocious, being embarrassed by my own carly poetic flights, finding it all age-

inappropriate. But 1 did find my own awkwardness, reflected in
others around me, chiefly my friends: Balla, Are Saurabh Shukla,
Gautam, IP, Attari and many more which was reassuring, The main
way in which Khalsa contributed is that it gave me all those
experiences. Oh! How could | forget the iconoclastic Dr. BS
Rattan, He made sense of it all, | struck a lifelong friendship with
him that endures to the day.

3. Your music echoes with a strain of love and desire with radiating
currents of passion and a commentary on social issues, What drives
and inspires the famous Rabbi Shergill everyday (o create those
melodies of hope?

Ans. Thank you for the kind appraisal. I guess growing up with all
those books must have cast a morphogenetic field on me. 1 just
wanted to have those experiences like Tolstoy, Hemingway, have a
girl [ could recite Shiv to, comprehend the intractable Harbhajan
Singh. I really wanted to be able to speak Punjabi with the same
flair as my father and grandmother; all that I think helps me create.
As for hope, I think it's a function ofauthenticity, when you commit
to the that, good things happen.

4, How does your music relate to the spirit of joie de vivie which
encompass the vivacity of the Punjabi culture?
Ans. It relates well, 1 think. I want to look a little deeper that's all.
I'm a fan of the poetic in everyday Punjabi, how it balances the
bitter and the sweet on the turn of a phrase. Not just pop, 1 get my
sense of vivacity from root Punjabi culture which tends to be more
nuanced, it gives more chance to varied and authentic human
experiences to seep intoart.
Interview by
Editorial Board, Tegh
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I Shubham Pandey
8| Indian Army
[ A man is the product of his environment. The same goes for me when | retrospect
| about my college vears. My interests in debates, societies, activism, along with academics
L B . shaped me as an extrovert. enhanced my capabilities. and made me face the world in a better way. For
1: me, this exposure beyond academics acts as a fuel to the brain, making it perceptive to innovation.
N
. Teachers often guided me about balancing my academics and curriculars and | remember some of the
' friends who have become an integral part of my life.
'“‘ Life since Khalsa has been enriching; | have travelled across most parts of India and a few countries
i ‘ abroad. From working in insurgency-infested Kashmir to cherishing ethnic Rajasthan, I was inspired to
| realise that there is always so much 1o seek and experience. All said and done, these three years at
‘ college are unmatchable and can only be cherished.
|




Hall of Fame : Academics

College Toppers M.A./ M.Sc¢/ M.Com (2018)

«

"

Anshul Dhyani Shabnam Aishwairya Rann Divpreet Kaur
MSe (F) Botany MA (F) History M&c (') Botany MSc (P) Zoology

E

Re oY

A
3 - J
Renukn Simran Kaur Shyamli Ananta Ahija Harmeet Kaur Nagi
MSe (F) Mathematics MA (F) Punjabi MSe (P) Chemistry MA (P) English MA (P} Punjabi

¥

A | -

Jnweriya Neetu Bijoy Renukn Poaja
MAE) History MCom (F) MSe (P) Mathematics MA (P) Political Science

M.Sc(F) M.Sc(P) M.A.(F) M.A.(P)
Simran Puspita Chanda Aishwarva Puri Yashvi I*'.l.!ulir
Loolopy Physics English Political Science

Arpit Arora Aaditya Prakash Alnsh Payasi
Physics Hindi Himdi

Mansimran Kaur
Chemistry
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M.Com(P)

Mitva Garg




College Toppers B.Sc (Hons.) Part I11

Prashant Kunmur Simran Koaur
Chemistry Loology

Sumiksha Megha Pandey Manpreet Kaur

English Punjubi

Shwem Singh Suhib Singh Hom
History Eeonomics

" Toppers All The Way

B.Sc(Hons.) B.Se(Prog.) B.A.(Hons.) B.A.(Prog.) B.Com(Hons.) B.Com(Prog.)

Muorulain Sagrar [Miama Giurvinder Kaur Magl Farjanna khatun

1 .
Hotnny Lile Science Palitical Scieae

Caniresh Shavma Prablileen Kaur Rl himm Muaheshwarl

Lokendra Haghuwanshi

Ravieen Kaur Arorn

Csurbm| Singeh




College Toppers B.Sc (Hons.)/ B.Sc (Prog.) Part-I1

Dharini Dhasmana Anmul Preet Huur Smriti Kour Aromn Divyangi Singh Bint Kaur
Hotany Botany Electronics Mathematics Physics

Ravneet Kaur Privankn Rajwani Amandeep Kaur Shreya Shakya
Physics Physics Zoology Life Science

@

159 @J e

Cruntaas Kapr Chigh Aurti Iusprect Knur Jmnulﬁ hnur Maney Giahlot
English Hinudi Punjabi History Econommios

College Toppers
BA(Prog.) Part-Il BCom(Prog.) Part -1

Shikher Sarohn Ankitn Assija

Toppers All The Way

B.Sc (Hons.) B.Sc (Prog.) B.A.(Hons.) B.Com(Hons.)

Al Andotrs "“_i“*'II Falak Cioyul Saprabh Soni
Chiemistey Physical Science Politicnl Science

Raghay Gupls
Business Eoonomics
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College Toppers BA (Hons.)/ BA (Prog.) Part-1

Divyansh Singh Kulideep Singh Nuveen Sunfay Kumir
Hindi Punjubi History History

£

Anabin Tyigl Piuran Bhaibri Ritwik Prabin Kolita Falinl Singh
Chomiatry Electronics Mathematics [hymical Science

-

Anrit Kumar Duksh Jappreet Kaur Riehima Tuwchon
Alathemithos Phynics Lonlogy 1. Setlence

Diploma in Languages P.G. Diploma in Forensic Science
Chundm Sharma Sonali Arorn Monalisa Sutradhar
{Clermuan ) {Spanish)

Certificate Course in languages

Munoj Kumiar Tonya CGupin Frarhng Rawa Saksham Tyugi Waman Sharmng

Kanika Aroen
Rusaian Cierman French Jopanese

Konean Chineso

Toppers All The Way

B.A. (Hons.) B.A. (Prog.) B.Com (Hons.) B.Com (Prog.)

Pulkse Kur Armeesha Asarwal Ciovind Sharma Bikramjot Singh

BBE

Komal Bansal
Rusiness Econmmics




Sports Dart

Hall of Fame: Sports 2018-19

Athletics:

11 gold, 4 silver and 4 bronze medals. Akashay Nain (200m), Amoj Jacob
(400m & 800m), Prajjwal Roy (100m) and Saurabh (2 1km) represented All

India University Competetion.

Cross country:

Team emerged as Champions,Saurabh, Narsingh Chaudhary and Rohit
participated in all India Inter University Competition,

Volleyball:

Team bagged Inter College
Championship. Amir, Ashraf, Prem
and Ashish Ravi got selected for
north zone Inter Universitly
Competition,

Handball:
Team bagged Inter college
Championship.

Team bagged Inter College|

Ball badminton:

championship in ball badminton this
year. Rahul Prasad and Khemchand
were selected for north zone
Competition,

Hockey:

College secured second position at the

Inter College and 3 players Ankit,

| Suraj, Harmandeep Singh Hundal and
Pulkit got selected for North zone

Inter University Competition.

Badminton:

Shiv Kocchar, Nikhil Mehlawat,

Ramit, Prashant and Arjun Gupta
got selected for North zone Inter

University Competition.

Baschball: o
Team bagged third position in the
Inter College Competition.




INDIVIDUAL SPORTSPERSON ACHIEVEMENTS
HOCKEY

North Zone University Participation

12 R

Ankit Suraj Pulkit rm}mnmn Harmanpreet Singh  Loveleen S
ST MNational Hundal Khelo Iﬂdl& Nﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ
:i- BALL- BADMINTION CROSS-COUNTRY
‘ North Zone University Participation All India university Participation
|

Saurabh

Narsingh Chaudhary -

Rahul Prasad Khem Chand Rohit

ATHLETICS VOLLEYBALL

ceMe 22

Amoj Jacob Akshay Nain Prajjwal Roy Amir Suhail Ashme
400m & 800m 200m 100 m

. . Prem
Saurabh Paras Deswal Parth Lakra
21 Km Hammer throw Shortput YOGA
(Half Marathon) Open National Dg-:m Ndllﬂﬂd' All India University [Vth pus: on
tate Silver
Gagandeep Bharti Fiyusy %, '
Long Jump
Open National

e - mrxﬂnusn



»

TENNIS SOFTBALL

. Ll

Ritvik Kashap Anurag Nenwani Raju Ranjan Rahul Dabas Ajay
North Zone University AITA Prize Money Jumior World Softball - Senior National Senior MNational
* Winner India Ranking
BADMINTON

Junior Mational
Bronze

North Zone University [Vth

AL 4
m

- . f - Ipaclys ar
Nikhil Mchlawat  Arjun Gupta ! rashant Kumar

Shiv Kocchar

Ramit Yovan Dabas

HANDBALL

Ashwani Abhishek Shartujeet Deepinder
Junior National Delhi  Open International — Open International — Open International
Uzbekistan Uzbekistan London

BASKETBALL

248

Tejas Rao Mahaveer Ashish Kumar Nandal
Senior National Delhi Khelo India U-21 All India University
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CRICKET

Manjot Kalra Jonty Sidhu Karan Sharma Vageesh Sharma
U-19 World Cup Ranji Trophy Delhi  Ranji Trophy U.P. U-19, Delhi
U-23, Delhi Captain

Ayush Jamwal Shilokh Vashishth Madhav Kaushik Mayank Bansal
Ranji Trophy H.P. U-23, Jharkhand Ranji Trophy U.P. L-19, Delhi
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Events @ Khalsa

MY KHALSA

International Symposium on Ciliate Biology

The second International Symposium on Ciliate Biology 2018
was held on April 04 - 06, 2018 at the India Habitat Centre,
New Delhi, India, The symposium was a result ol a synergy
with International Research Coordination Network for
Biodiversity of Ciliates (IRCN-BC), an afiiliate society of
International Society of Protistologists (ISOF). The major aim
of the symposium was to provide a platform for ciliate
biologists to exchange knowledge, present latest research
findings and establish collaborations as well as a networking
opportunity for undergraduate and postgraduate students, Over
300 Indian and 9 foreign delegates rom 5§ countries
participated in the event. The symposium comprised 22 oral
and 57 poster presentations. List of abstracts presented s
available at www.sch2018.com,

Dr Mahesh Sharma, Minister of State, Union Ministry of
Tourism and Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change inaugurated the symposium. The keynote address by
Alan Warren, “What have ciliates ever done forus™ set the tone
for the symposium, The themes covered under the symposium
included taxonomy and systematic, evolution and phylogeny,
ciliates as bio-indicators, ciliate cell biology, genomics,
epigenetics, molecular biology, proteomics, the ecology ol
aquatic and soil ciliates, ciliates as model organisms in UG
teaching and in research, and other individual
specializations. A workshop entitled “Tools and Techniques
used in ciliate studies™ was conducted jointly by the
Symposium seerctariat and Zoological Survey ol India for
undergraduate and postgraduate students. Sixty-nmine students
actively participated in the workshop.Prof Chandrima Shaha,
Vice President (Foreign Affairs), Indian Academy of Sciences,
was the Chief Guest during the valedictory, Dr Jaswinder
Singh, Principal, SGTB Khalsa College, complimented the
arganizing team for the smooth conduct of the SYIMposium,
thanked the Indian and international delegates for their
presentations, and special thanks to the funding agencies, both
Indian and foreign. He commended the whole-hearted
involvement of the students in the venture, The symposium was
supported by grants from two International agencies (1ISOF &
[UBESYand six Indian Government agencies,
Dr Komal Kamra
Convenor, ISCB 2018




international Conference on Nanostructured Materials

and Devices” (ICNSMD-2018)

~wnamy
INTERNATION A

The four day “International conference on Nanostructured materials and
pevices” (ICNSMD-2018) was jointly organized by the Society for
Technologically Advanced Materials of India (STAMI), University of Delhi
gnd S.G.T.B. Khalsa College. Over three hundred delegates and participants
from different countries including UK, USA, Canada, Japan, South Korea,
France, Taiwan and Kenya, Singapore, Czech Republic, and Uzbekistan,
gtiended the conference. Scientist and academicians from premier institutes
of India hke II'Ts, NITs, HISERs, CSIR and Defense labs also attended the
conference. More than 50 invited lectures and 110 Oral lectures were
delivered and 120 poster presented. Prof. P B. Sharma (V.C., Amity
University, Manesar Campus) emphasized the need to use technology 1o
address the problem of pollution being faced by the world in general and
Indin in particular. New collaborative research and industry-academia
interaction was the focal point of the meeting, The conlerence also had an
exhibition by leading manufacturers of scientific and analytical devices.
Joel and Insmart were also major sponsorer of ICNSMD-2018, The
cornference ended with a vote of thanks to Prof. R. P. Tandon {Chief-Patron)
and Dr. Jaswinder Singh (Principal, 8.G.T.B. Khalsa College).

r- -
An interactive lecture was organized by
Dr, Machiketa Singh, Department of Political
Science on 19th February 2019 in the College.
Students of the College had an engaging
brainstorming session on the topic of General

i - . clection 20019, Popular TV anchor of News 18
channel, Bhupendra Choubey covered the session
' _ with a surprise

|41 .
b mjﬁpiaﬂl'l‘ﬂt (2018-19) entry in the middle

: of the lecture and
held an impromptu
quiz competition,
Fhe telecast of
programme

awailed shortly, P
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i, Jaswinder Singh, Principal and team received an award

on Sth June 2008 :
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Warkshop on Skin & Wellness by Blossom Kochhar I




Add-on Courses

Forensic Science

Sh. Deepak R. Handa, Principal Scientific Officer, Central Forensic Science Laboratory, New Delhi, delivered a
lecture entitled, Basic Aspects of Forensic Documentation on January 22, 2019, The importance of handwriting
comparison in cases involving forgeries was discussed.

Sh. Amarpal Singh, Assistant Director, Delhi State Forensic Science Laboratory delivered a lecture entitled, Basie
Aspects of Explosives on January 23, 2019, Different types of explosive devices and post-blast evidence collection
were discussed,




Sports Economics and
Marketing & Web Journalism (2018-19)

Add-on courses on Sports Economics & Marketing and Web
jmlrllnlimn started from the first week of September, A two-
day workshop was organised former BBC film maker,
rripurari Tiwari and TV-18 programme anchor, Digvijay

ginghon 'Ad Film Making'.

From Sports law, management, environment to blogging,
| features, news, and photo journalism , various topics
covered by esteemed experts. Cricket commentator

trav
were
padmashri Ravi Chaturvedi guided students with his valuable
experiences in the field. Students also had the opportunity to
ipteract with the three-time Mt Everest climber Lt Col.
farnvcer Singh Jamwal at the Press Club of India, Eminent
female photo-journalist Sarvesh shared her expertise with
gtudents, Students ol add-on courses attended two major
events organised by FICCL TURF and AGM of sports. The
students also visited Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts
(IGMNICA) and experienced the aesthetics of tribal art, They

were able to gain insights by witnessing the vast collection of
bool s, journals, and manuscripts in IGNICA Library.

A number of members from the sports and media mdustry
graced the curriculum as visiting faculty members. This
included Arjun J. Chuadhuri (TV news anchor), Mayank
Singh (New fndian Express), Suresh Kumar Lau (Limea Book
af Kecords), Kulwinder Singh Kang (All India Radia), Vijay
Lakshmi Thakur { Deainik Jagran), Roshan Jha (Nav Bharat
Times), Pawan Koundal (Indian Institute of Mass
Communication), Bhanupratap Narayan Mishra (cultural
Journalist), Gagan Gera (IP College, DU) Robin Nirwani
(Bhaichung Bhutia Academy), Vijay Anand (DMRC), Sunny
Gond (Amarkantak Central Tribal University), Ahmad
Swileh (Sabkuch.com), Sangeeta Sharma (Grameen World),
Vaibhav Gulati (C.A.), along with college teachers Saikat
Ghosh and Asad Ahmad.




Centre for e-Learning (Cfel)
Making Digital India Dream a Reality
Website:- www.cfel.in

vcantrs for e-Learning” (Clel), SGTE Khalsa College, University of Delhl, was created In
October 2013, At Cfel, presenily, the prestigious e-PG Pathshala projects of UGC &
MHRD, Govt. of India, for six subjects namely, Commerce, Chemistry, Forensic Sclence,
Economics, Psychology and Business Economics are being executed. Under these
projects, high quality multimedia enriched e-content for post-graduate courses is being
developed, The e-content developed at the Cfel has won pccolades for its quality at
both national and international forums. It has state of the art technlcal Infrastructure
including video-audio recording and editing studios, technical expertise and staff to
develop multimedia enriched e-content.

Cfel has successfully completed the prestigious e-PG Pathshala project of UGC, worth
Rs. 6.72 crores, under the NMEICT misslon of M.H.R.D., Govt. of Indla, developing high
quality, multimedia enriched e-content for 88 post graduate courses in 6 subjects -
Chemistry, Forensic Science, Commerce, Economics, Business Economlcs and
Psychology.

The Cfel has successfully completed the development of 42 MOOCs for SWAYAM

An establishment of one of its kind, the Centre for e-Learning bridges the gap between the academician and the technical experts, an
epitome of how ICT can be integrated with the conventional methods of teaching and enhance the quality of education across the
country.

Recent Collaborations to provide Technical Expertise @ CFEL, SGTB Khalsa College
1. Collaboration for National Level Projects of MHRD, Govt, of India:

The Cfel provided the video recording and editing facilities to the fallowing universities for thelr respective Mational Resource Centres to
prepare Online Refresher Programme for Teachers under the ARPIT scheme of the MHRD for the SWAYAM platform. 20 hour videos for each
university have been developed which met quality parameters and timeframe as glven by MHRD.

. Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar

- Mizoram University, Mizoram

- Central University of Jammu

2 Collaboration with Delhi Police:

The Clel is providing the video recording and editing facilities to Delhi Police
Training School for development of Video lectures for training of Dalhi Police
Parsonnels.

3. Collaboration with Indian Cancer Society:

The Clel is providing the video recording and ediling tacilities to Indian
Cancer Society for development of Online Course lor awareness of cancer
for soclety at large.

RISE AGAMMST CANCER

Dr. Vimal Rarh Dr. Jaswinder Singh
Deputy Director Executive Director, Centre for e-Learning,

Centre for e-Leaming, SGTE Khalsa College Principal, SGTB Khalsa College

University of Delhi Universi of Delhl
MY KHALSA




Guru Angad Dev-Teaching Learning Centre
(A Centre of MHRD, Govt, of India under PMMMNMTT)
5.6.T.B. Khalsa College, University of Delhi

Empowering Teachers in ICT skills for Digital India
Website:- www.tickhalsa.in

Guru Angad Dev-Teaching Learning Centre (GAD-TLC) is a centre of MHRD, Govt. of India. It has

en set-up under the prestigious Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya National Mission on Teachers and
deﬂng (FMMMNMTT) scheme, The Centre was Inaugurated by the then Union HRD Minister
sml. smriti Zubin lrani on July 1, 2016, Since then, it has been actively working to address
cﬂmpmhunsivﬂy all issues related to teachers, teaching, teacher preparation and their professional
de.ﬂ.mpmenl and thus helps in the preparation of Modern age ICT savvy teachers, This Centre
empowers the teachers through various basic and advanced workshops in pedagogy (virtual &

plended) and ICT skills. GAD-TLC conducts the awareness seminarsiworkshops across the country
number of participant teachers in various Seminars/ Workshops/ FDPs | FIPs till now: Around 6902

: ™
— The Core Team and Advisory Committee:
Project Head & Joint Direclor: Oiher Members:
Dr. Vimal Rarh - Prof K V Bhanumurthy
= L - Prof N K Chadha
v o A n} Ly 153 . b s Co-Project Hoad & Direcior: - Prof Aditya Bhattacharjea
L] 1 W
= L oy e Dr, Jaswinder Singh - Or R P Singh
- A A rp bl AW
\ i mi"l L Chalrimming;
;. A = / i\ — Prof A.K Bakhshi,
’ R ILal A LB | — Vice-Chancellor, POM University 4
]

GAD-TLC was chosen by Mational Institute of
Educational Planning and leadership (NIEPA) to conduct
One day workshop on 10 January 2019 for Video

o BT ) = recording of the lectures under their One Weak Natlonal

...';‘l‘j 5% f ! Workshop for Leadership in Higher Education (07-11

. ) i .q . January, 2018). Deans, HODs and Principals from across

e P e the country participated and understood the stages of
|l h" ulﬂ. ...‘4 ] audiowvidea recording and editing for development of

video lectures.

Faculty Induction Program (FIP 02) of MHRD

The MHRD has chosen GAD- TLC as one of the premier Centers of the country for offering Faculty Induction Program (FIP) to the

freshly inducted faculty in higher education sector 8o as to enable them to develop professionally.

GAD-TLC successfully conducted next faculty induction program of one month duration for the newly inducted faculty from 7th May

to 2nd June 2018, 31 teachers from different parts of the country participated. Dr. Vimal Rarh was the mentor, coordinator and

resource person for these FIPs. Prof. A K Bakhshi, Prof. K V Bhanumurthy, Prof N K Chandha and Dr Jaswinder Singh were other

mentors and resource parsons,

The FIP was inaugurated by Prof, Vied Prakash, Former Ghairman, UGG while Prof Tarun Kumar Das was the Guest of Honor,

Four Faculty Development Programs (FDPs)

':ﬁm organized in e-Learning and MOOCs for in-service teachers by GAD-TLC, These FOPs are recognized for CAS for promotion of
achers:

* FOP 01: e-Learning, MODCs and ICT for Blended Learning (2nd — 7th July 2018)

* FDP 02: e-Learning, Pedagogy and ICT Tools in Higher Education (26th November — 7th December 2018)

* FOP 03: University Functioning and Blended Learning (8th — 20th December 2018)

* FDOP 04: Emerging Areas of Engagement in Pedagogy & Research [24th -30th November 2018) in Collaboration with Shyamilal

Coll
__'_3 ege, D.U.
1 Dr. Vimal Rarh Dr. Jaswinder Singh
Joint Director and Project Head Director,
Guru Angad Dev Teaching Learning Centre Guru Angad Dev Teaching Learning Contre I
of MHRD of MHRD
H ———— = e
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National Resource Centre of Chemistry
at
SGTB Khalsa College

_l.‘.1wim|5lw

Guru Angad Dev Teaching-Learning Centre (GAD-TLC) of MHRD, Govt. of India at |
the SGTH Khalsa college, University of Delhi has been awarded by the MHRD as
the only Mational Resource Centre of Chemistry (NRCC) in the country. The
MHRD in May 2018, realizing the important role of teachers in ensuring the quality
of education in higher education institutions (HEls), launched a major and unique
initiative of online professional development of 1.5 million higher education
faculty using the MOOCs {Massive Open Online Courses) platform SWAYAM
(www.swayam.gov.in). To start with 75 discipline-specific National Resource
Centres (NRCs) across the counfry covering wide range of disciplines including
the GAD-TLC at SGTB Khalsa college for chemistry were declared. Dr Vimal Rarh
is the Coordinator of NRCC. Dr, Jaswinder Singh, Principal of the SGTB Khalsa
College is the Director of the NRCC and Prof. A K. Bakhshi, VC, PDM University,
Bahadurgarh, Haryana is the Chairman, NRCC,

The National Resource Centre of Chemisiry was formally inaugurated on 4th July
2018 by Prof. Goverdhan Mehta, former Director, HSc, Bangaluru, Under this
initiative, all in-service chemistry teachers (both UG and PG levels), irrespective
of their subject and seniority will have an enabling opportunity to keep
themselves abreast with the latest developments in chemistry besides
empowerment in ICT skills through the technology based online refresher
COUTBES.

The first online chemistry refresher course prepared by GAD-TLC using the expertise from all over the country is available for all
chemistry teachers of universities feolleges of India from 1st Movember 2018, This course which has been uploaded on the SWAYAM
portal of the MHRD {www.swayam.gov.in} in the form of MOOCs shall be available free to the teachers of chemisiry titl 28th February
2019, All the Online Refresher Courses weare formally launched by MHRD under the ARPIT scheme (Annual Refresher Programme in
Teaching) by Hon'ble Minister of State, HRD Sh. Satya Pal. e

The mandate of this course is to focus on latest
developments in Chemistry, new and emerging areas of
Chemistry, pedagegical improvements and methodologies
for transacting the Chemistry curriculum more effectively.
This course has a 40-hour of total content including
20.-hour video content distributed amongst its various
modules. The modules of this course include Chem Mows,
Chem Talks, Chem Mobel Laureates, Chem Pedagogy,
Chem Simplified, Chem Misconceptions, Chem ICT Toals,
Chem Safe Labs etc.

Al the medules are multimedia enriched with video
content as one of the impertant components. Eminent
cantributors to this course include amangst others Bharat
Ratan Praf C N R Rao, Prof Goverdhan Mehta and Prof Ved
prakash, Farmer Chairman, UGC.

Awards

Cartifitnte

Innovative conceptualisation, design and structure of the
First Online Refresher Course in Chemistry, National
Resource Centre of Chemistry (NRCC) was awarded
Distinctive Citation - India Didactics Association (IDA])
Award (Corporate) 2018 in the category Product of the
year- Higher and further Education at the 10th DIDACTIC
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Dr. Vimal Rarh
Coordinator
MRCC of MHRD, Govt. of India
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Glimpses into Tradition

Orientation Day

To begin the new academic session and welcome the incoming batch, Sri Guru
Tegh Bahadur Khalsa College held an Orientation Programme at the Master Tara
Singh Auditorium on July 20%, 2018. The session began with an enchanting
shabad recitation by Anhad, the Divinity Society. The Principal, Dr. Jaswinder
Singh, welcomed the zealous new batch with his stimulating words. He
introduced the ideals of the College along with a brief of the vast array ol society
and activities offered by the college,

L]

Fﬁmnder's Day

Sri ‘.lru Tegh Bahadur Khalsa College commemorated the martyrdom of
Gurg Teg Bahadur Ji and College Founder's Day on | 1th December 2018 in
the'®ollege’s Gurudwara Sahib. The event was graced by Bhai Kamaljee
Singh Ji (Gurudwara Sis Ganj Sahib, New Delhi) and Bhai Gurdey Singh Ji
(AuStralia Wale) in the presence of Shree Guru Granth Sahib Ji. The day
s!w with the melodies by Anhad, the Divinity Society. The chairman
la the fraternity for its achievement and reminded the audience about the
sacgifices made by Guru Teg Bahadur, Dr. Jaswinder Singh, the honourable
F. pal, also remarked that the latter sacrificed his life to protect the human
J‘lgﬁ of the population. He also offered his words of appreciation 1o
CoMimemorate the memorial day. The function was held in special
“Oa;‘n!linn with Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Committee.




Annual Prize Distribution

The 67th Annual Prize Distribution was held on 28 March
2018, The Esteemed Guests Mr. Naresh Gujral, MP Rajya
Sabha: Mr. Parvesh Verma, MP Lok Sabha along with
dignataries S. Tarlochan Singh, S. Manjit Singh Kohli, Mrs.
Rupinder Kaur, 8. Tajinder Singh and graced the occasion
with their benign presence,

The event was marked by felicitation of the chief guest, Mr.
Naresh Gujral, presentation of annual report by Dr.
Jaswinder Singh, Principal and address of the chief guest.




To mark the special occasion, the College's annual magazine
Tegh was released which gathered appreciation and regard by
the dignitaries. To réward the eminent display of merit and
caliber, a total of 103 students were honored with trophies,
cash prizes, and certificates for academics, kirtan and sports,




Students All the Way
Students' Union 2018-19

The College Students' Union elections were held on 12 September
2018, along with Delhi University Students Union (DUSU ) elections.
The elections were conducted peacefully as per the norms laid by the
University and majority of the students turned up to vote. This year
marked the first time that a visually-challenged student contested a
post and was elected Joint Secretary amidst tough competition. The
office bearers are;

President - Simardeep Singh, B.Com (P) - 3rd Year

Vice President - Ankush Chikkara, B.A. (P) - 3rd Year

Secretary - Maherjyot Kaur, B.Sc. (H) Chemistry - 2nd Year

Joint Secretary - Pankaj Jaiswal, B.A. (P)-2nd Year

Cultural Councillor - Aakansh Saroha, B.A. (H) Punjabi - 1 st Year
Cultural Councillor - Inderpreet Singh, B.Sc. (P) Physical Science - Ist Year

The oath taking ceremony was held, on 20 September 2018, in the
college Gurudwara, to seck the blessings of Guru Granth Sahib ji. The
illustrious ceremony was graced by Principal Dr. Jaswinder Singh,
Students' Union Advisor Ms, Parminder Kaur Narang, along with
other faculty members and the students. The union members were
guided on their newly taken up responsibility and encouraged for the
same.

In its first major activity, the union organized the intra-department
sports festival.Khel Utsav, from 25 to 27 October 2018, a trend
continuing for the past three years. All the departments participated in
this three-day sports extravaganza, where 11 different sports were
organized for boys and girls. The prize distribution ceremony was
held on 29 October 2018, in the presence of Principal and S. Harpreet
Singh Jolly, Treasurer, Governing Body who gave away specially
designed t-shirts, medals, and certificates to the winners and runners
up.

The union members continue to work for the college and are actively
involved in organizing the College festival, Lashkara 2019,




Arts and Culture

Anhad (Divinity Society)

Anhad, the Divinity society, creates and provides a spiritual realm
upon which Sikhism is based. To effectively impart Guru Nanak
Ji's lessons and their influence, a lecture was organised on 2nd
November 2018 on Guru Nanak Dev Ji: Life, Teachings and
Legacy. Carrying this thread of teaching, a seminar on Guru
Nanak: The Way of Life was conducted on 20th November 2018
Ihis yvear, Anhad secured the first position in Kirtun Competition
at Sri Guru Napak Dev Khalsa College and in Bani Kanth
Competition at Sri Guri Gobind College of Commerce. The
society also won the second position in Declamation Competition
at Mata Sundari Callege tor Women on | 1th October 2018 and
Kirtan Competition at Sn CGurn Gobind College of Commerce.
Along with this, third prize was secured in Kirtan Competition
and consolation prize in Bani Kanth Competition in Mata Sundan
College for Wamen 1
Additionally, Anhad organizes weekly kirtan samagam, and looks
forwatd to organising the Inter-College Kirtan Compétition
during Lashkaru

Ankur (Fheatre Society)

Ankur, the theatre society of SGTB Khalsa College, has been
meticulously working smce 1995 1o keep the spirit of theatre
plive. The theatre group 1s popular in Delh University for

plays with créative dissent.

Ankur began the vear 2018 with a self-written onentation play

(o welcome the college freshers, Hire Edueation, which talked

about privatisation in the higher education sector. After the

general auditions, severnl workshops were provided 1o the

team by professionals and Ankur alumni, focusing on

theatrical skills und team building. The society went on 1o

waork on a project together, for their annual production

Muktidham. A renowned seript by Abhishek Majumdir, Muktidham won the META Award in 2016 and emphasised
the spiritual politics through a fictional town named Beerpur. The event was graced by 5.C Burma, Joint Secretary,
Ministry Of Culture, Government of India




\crostic (Poetry Society)

Acrostic, the poetry society of SGTB Khalsa College, embarked on
another academic year with the annual recruitment of more talent.
Being a renowned poetry collective and sticking by its motio of "those
who Tind words more comforting than reality”, t}‘w society accepted
entries from new aspirants.

Acrostians participated in LLT. Delhi's literati fest attending an f
insightful workshop on poetry. Aameen won the third prize in the |
poetry event Alfaz organised on Ird October 2018 by the History
department of Jesus and Mary College The fest comprised of two
events Shabdotsav - Hindi poetry recitation competition and Fankar -
the English poetry slam competition. For Fankar, the judgement panel
comprised of Mohit Dhingra and Ishaan Chowdhary, both of them
being luminaries of the contemporary Delhi poetry circuit. For
Shabdotsav, the judgement panel comprised of Yuwa Giyanpeeth
Awardee. Uma Shankar Choudhary, and Bharat Bhushan Agarwal
Award recipient, Achyutanand Mishra, both of them being prominent
literatis in contemporary Hindi poetry. The society convenor, Dr. Smita
Mishra. also adomed the event with her presence

DADS (Debate and Discussion Society)

The Debate And Discussion Society of SGTH
Khalsa College has successfully moved ahead in its
objective to cultivate the rich debating culture in the
College by participating in various city and national
level debating tournaments, including Conventional
Debate. Turncoat, Parliamentary Debate, and Youth
Parliaments. The 4th Intra-College Debate
Competition was organised in October 2017 and
January 2019, Further, the society looks forward to
conducting the multi-level debate competition,
'Logicia' during the annual cultural fest, Lashkara
Under the guidance of Convener Dr. Nachiketa
Singh, the society plans to continue its string of
success in the coming years

Bhangra (Folk Dance)

The Bhangra team of the College brings to fore the zealous ethos of what bhangra as a cultural form represents. In the
901 8-19 session, the team bagged the first position twice at Mata Sundri College and Maitreyi College. The team also
won the second position at Jesus and Mary College and the third position at Sri Guru Gobind Singh College of
Commerce. They performed splendidly at Sri Guru Nanak Dey Khalsa College and Kamla Nehru College. The society
is meticulously preparing for their performance at Lashkara, which aims to showecase the talent and blend of creativity
and modernisation,
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atka (Martial Arts)

Ciatka 18 an ancient martial art, which occupies
prominent place i Sikh history. During the
ssion 2018-19, the students participated in

(e Tegh Sikh Martial Art Academy on 15th and

16th September in GTBIT, and won two gold,

four silver, and three bronze medals in the §

Delhi state level, Maidan-e-jung. The Delhi

Sikh Games organised by Jap Jaap Sewa Trust
- 25th December in Thyagraj Stadium

witnessed a stellar victory of four silver and

lour bronze medals. The College Gatka team
ilso secured the first position in the Inter- |

College Team Demo Competition held at Sn

iuru Gobind Singh College of Commerce on

'4th January. The team, with the help of the

nanagement, is looking forward to conduct the Annual Gatka Competition as a part of the College fest, Lashkara

1Y

inhole (Photography Society)

Pinhole started its year by holding anditions for the society
n 27th July 2018, along with organising numerous photo
walks to familisrize the studeénts with the essence of
photography. From 9th August 2018 to 20th September
2018, weekly workshops were conducted for newcomers
n addition to weekly photo walks during 29th July to 9th
September 2018, Between 23rd to 24th October 2018,
Pinhole's mid-semester exhibition was organized, The year
ended with a photography trip in December 2018, The
ooiety aims to resume in 2019 with another round of
auditions in Januvary and workshops will be conducted till
the time of college annual fest Lashkara 2019, During the
college fest, Pinhole will be following up its three main
ietivities, starting off with Curiosity, the annual
Mhotography competition.

Tor Wheat, Reslin, Lo Mo




Swarang (Musical Society)

In the new session, the Indian classical choir, comprising of 12 vocalists
and three instrumentalists, made its mark by bagging the third position at
HT Delhi Rendezvous 2018. The society won laurels at 1T Kanpur's
annual cultural fest, Antaragni 2019, Our vocalist Suknti Singh won a
third prize in solo singing, Saksham Singh won a third prize at Pair on
stage, and Ahan Arora bagged the 'best bassist' award for his exemplary
performance in the fusion band competition. The society also proved its
metal at AIIMS Pulse 2018 where Saksham Singh bagged the third
position in Instrumental solo, Sukriti Singh bagged the second position at
Miranda House College and the first prize at Shivaji College for semi
classical solo singing. Sukriti Singh and Sukhpreet Kaur won the first
prize at Lady Shri Ram College for duet singing. Vanshika Kaushik was
adjudged as DU idol at Shri Ram € ‘ollege of Commerce,

Confero(MUN)

Confero, the 36-member team, represents the college at

various Model United Nations and Youth Parliament

platforms in and outside the city. With a tenure of five

years and plus, the team has won several awards and has

come to be recognized as one of the well-known MUN

teams in the city. In the academic year 2018, the team

won over 80 individual awards and ecight best

delegation awards. Along with participation in various

competitions and event, students who join the Confero

society get well versed in various socios economic and

political issues happening around the world.

Diplomacy, eritical thinking, mutual understanding is

what g MUN tries to give to all of the students who join

and on that account the society helps them to get versed in these values more efficiently. Confero, every academic
year, organises Confero MUN Conference and has so far organised four successtul editions ol it under the able
guidance and leadership of its convener Dr, Nachiketa Singh.

I this session. members of Confero have bagged four best delegation awards at réputed conferences like Hindu
MUN and IPU and it hopes to continue this streak in the coming semester as well, The Society has started working
for the upeoming fifth edition of Confero MUN that is to be orgamised on 30thand 31t Mirch 2019.




Strokes (Fine Arts “«lH;iL'l} |

On the 25th and 26th of October 2018, Strokes, the Fine Arts
Society of SGTB Khalsa College, organised its annual art
exhibition themed Balance of Life, where the concept of yin-yang
was portraved. The exhibition was inaugurated by our respected
Principal, Dr. Jaswinder Singh and Convener, Dr. Paramjeet Kaur, |
The exhibition also had a utility stall, 'Kreativity' which displayed
handmade craft for sale, including products like cards, carrings,
shagun envelopes, tea light holders, dreamcatchers, keychains,
hook corners, and hookmarks.

The exhibition Tarazu was a roaring success, showcasing the ethos
of the saciety, which stands for is artistic-cultural integration and
description of various societal narratives and how they affect us 45 we
individuals !

Etram (Western Choreography Society)

Etram began the year 2018 by welcoming the new talent
in this session. On October 23rd 2018, Etram
successfully performed in front of the college crowd and
established a thrilling start for their vear. The momentum
wis continued as they qualified through two rounds at
UT Kanpur. For the annual fest Lashkara, Etram will be
conducting its annual fest program and will take part in
the many festivals of many colleges inthe NCR circuit.
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Serving the Society
NSS: National Service Scheme

The NSS Unit of S.G.T.B Khalsa College undertook a range of activities
during the session to spread awareness about several causes.

Following are the activities undertaken by NSS in this session:

- Aspecial enrolment drive was conducted in the month of July, followed by
an oath taking ceremony on 16 September, where the enrolled volunteers
were oriented in terms of the objectives and the activities conducted under
the scheme.

As part of the 'Swachh Bharat Abhiyan' initiative undertaken by the Central
Government, the NSS Unit organized a 'Swachhta Rally' on 10 October,
wherein the volunteers undertook extensive cleaning of the college
campus and public spaces along the main road.

NSS Day was celebrated on 24 September with volunteers preparing the
NSS wall magazine, The volunteers staged a Nukkad Natak with the theme
Ek kadam swachhta ki ore. A competition for slogan writing and poster
making and a tree plantation activity was also organized,

An NSS contingent participated in the activities organized on Parakrama
Diwas/Surgical Strike Day on 29 September at the DU Conference Centre.
The volunteers took pledges on occasion of Quit India Movement Diwas.
Rashtriva Ekta Diwas in August and October respectively.

NSS volunteers participated in and helped organize the 'Born to Run’ event
(in collaboration with Max Hospital) held on 1 8th January, 2019,

As part of the "'Voter Awareness Forum: VAF', an initiative launched by the
Electoral Office, a VAF presentation along with an ELC video regarding
voter awareness, voter registration and roll checking was shown to the
students on Voters Day, 25 January 2019, The students also took the Voters
Pledge on the occasion.

NSS unit organized a Blood Donation Camp on 11 February 2019 and its
annual event, 'Sarahna’, during the college festival. Lashkara.




NCC- Army wing, 5 Delhi (B) Bn

I'his year, the N.C.C. girls' wing has been successfully constituted and
allotted by IDGBN, Delhi Girls Battalion, under Dr Nimmi Singh, Care
Taker Officer, due to the efforts by our Principal, Dr. Jaswinder Singh and
ANO (Captain) Dr. Gurinder Singh. There are 18 girls cadets this vear,
with the number expected to increase according to the allotment of the
platoon. The unit celebrated Independence Day with flag hoisting by the
Principal. This was followed by a whole week of Swachchta Abhivaan,

On 29 September 2018, the Surgical Strike Day/Parakram Parv was
celebrated in which Col. Soumender, Commanding Oflicer; 1DGBN
formally allotted and inaugurated the girls' platoon in our College. A
training camp was organized by NCC cadets from 18 to 27 December.
Ihis training was conducted under Associate NCC officer, Capt(Dr,)
Gurinder Singh and the Care Taker Officer, Dr.(Mrs.) Nimmi Singh.
Personal Instructors from 1DGBN unit trained the cadets regarding the
drill and 0.22 rifle and SLR.

The annual NCC festival, Fateh 2019 was organized on 11 February,
2019, Various competitions like Squad Drill, Quarter Drill, Guard, and
Best Cadet competitions were organized. The festival concluded with a
prize distribution,

T




Staff Endeavours

Staff Association Report 2018-19

The Staff Association of SGTB Khalsa College addresses the numerous concerns of teachers like issues of
maintenance of resources to aid the teaching process. Italso helps in organising events, seminars and talks which
concern the service conditions of teachers and larger issues pertaining to education system in the University. It
assumes an important role in promaoting all activities and events on special occasions fo foster a sense of
camaraderie amongst teachers,

Administrative Section

The Administrative Section of the
College helps in the better
organization of all resources,
educational and financial in
particular in the service of smooth
functioning of the teaching-
learning system.

Lest We Forget s

I}, Sneh Lata Anand
Associate Professor, Department of History
Date of Retirement: 31-08-2018

Dr. Sneh Lata Anand, had her specialisation in the 'History of Ancient India’, and taught a
variety of papers to the students of B.A.(Hons.) History and B.A, Program. Quite
committed to her teaching and other duties towards the college and very punctual and
regular, she had a good reputation amongst all her fellow colleagues and students

S. Manjit Singh Sethi
Section Officer
Date of Retivement: 31-05-2018

A very humble and polite man Manjit Singh is known for his punctuality. He handled his
work with great efficiency and dedication,

5. Harjit Singh

Lab Assistant, Department of Chemistry

Date of Retirement: 30-09-2018

A very sincere worker and an asset for his department, he is popular amongst both
teachers and students.
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Sri Guru Har Rai Botanical Garden

e College Garden Committee continued its effort to green and beautify
the college campus. This year the Committee introduced various
medicinal and herbaceous plants such as bottle brush (Callestemon),
honey leal plant (Stevia), Arjuna (Terminalia), Plumaria, Imli
(Tamarindus), ete. Various tree plantation drives were carried out on
different occasions like Teachers' Day, NSS Day, along with the monsoon
plantation drive which was organized by the University of Delhi. The
Committee continued with the cultivation of Plewrotus (Oyster
mushroom), Agaricus bisporus (Button mushroom), and Calocvbe
{Milky mushroom).

The Internal Complaints
Committee (1CC) deals with
cases of sexual harassment in
college premises. The
Committee comprises of two
presiding officers, two non-
teaching faculty members, three
| clected student representatives
and one member from non-
governmental organisation,

A plethora of events were i L. e

organised to make students aware of gender sensitivity, A poster exhibition A _ an.TJI'-'IE
on Sexual Harassment: Facts and Myths was held on August 27th, 2018 for fIee \ '%E%'IEFF?
awareness of the laws pertaining to women-centric issues. -. T fv‘ﬂ'!glr!l .
Ms Rupinder Kaur addressed the students and shared her views on gender L TETHO
sensitisation on 3 October 2018, Additionally, an 'Anti-Sexual Harassment'
workshop was conducted by the centre for Studies in Gender and Sexuality,
Ashoka University on 29 October 2018, During the workshop, films on
sexual harassment were screened relating to issues of sexual harassment and
consent. The Committee conducted a nation-wide competition for
undergraduate college students on laws related to women under the aegis of
the National Commission for Women on 13 November 2018,




Students'

Welfare Committee

The Students' Welfare Society, with the aim to promote
academic standards, has organized vanous events for the
students of special needs and students from economically-
weaker sections

An interview was organized on 28 August 2018 with Help
Fhe Blind Foundation, Chennai for providing financial
support 1o the visually-challenged students of various: |
departments. Mr. Kaushal Tikku, Director, Help The Blind
Foundation, visited the college on 12th October 2018 and
interacted with the visually-impaired students e
foundation awarded a total amount of Rs. 3.80,000/- as the
scholarship to 38 visually-impaired students hased on their
interview performance.

A twao-day workshop on Orientation to Careers for Persons
with Vision Impairment was organized on 29 and 30 of
Ocilober 2018 in collaboration with Enable India
Foundation, For financial assistance, an inlerview was
conducted for students of the College on means-cum-merit
hasis in the first week of December, 2018 and 65 students
were awarded with scholarship with total disbursement of
Rs.2,74,000/- to the students.

EI MY KHALSA




Mata Gujri Library

Our College hasa well-stocked library having nearly
136,000 books on record and regular subscription of
Indian journals, magazines, and daily newspapers
catering to the needs of undergraduate and
postgraduate students, With automated services, the
annual general budget of the library is to the sum of
Rs. 12,60,000,

The library has a separate section of 8000 classics
and other reference books on Sikh studies. The

library is eonnected with the University-wide aren
c[ll“pus []UI\"-'UFI{IH_L: H}"HH.'I'I'I l_!I[H1 Fﬁl'il\'l[jl..'.‘i access (o
gleetronic resources to its users from Delhi
University Library System (DULS) and UGC-
INFONET Consortium, The library has also
subscribed to NLIST (National Library and
Information Services Infrastructure for
Scholarly Content) which provide access to e-
resources to its members. The College library has
recently started subscribing few braille magazines
for visually-impaired students.

The library 15 computerized and books are bar-coded
and made easily accessible through OPAC (Online
Public Access Catalogue).

Workshops & Training Programmes organized
by the Library

Library Orientation Programme: The
Orientation Programme is conducted at the
commencement of new academic session every
year,

N-LIST Demo Classes: Conducted twice week 1o
train the students with e-resources and also collect
feedback.

Library Internship Programme: Six Library
Seience students are recruited as interns for a month,

MNew Arrival List: The list of the new books added
to the library 15 prepared on the computer and 1s
displayed in the reading hall periodically for the
Information of the users,

Question Bank and Syllabus: Library provides
previous year guestion papers and syllabus of
various subjects for consultation and xerox.

EE MY KHALSA




Academia

Raah: The Business Economics Society

RAAH, the Business Economics society of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Khalsa
College had a very successful year with a plethora of achievements and
successes to ils name,

A seminar on career in government jobs in association with Unique
Siksha was held on 1 2thFebruary 2018,

The department in association with TLM.E conducted two guest
leeture on — (i)Y' GST and its effect” with Mr Ankur Jain held on
20thJanuary 2018, (ii) On 22ndOctober 2018 hosted a  seminar on
‘Effective and creative resume, and inviting Anand Mohan De an
alummni from [IM Caleutta,

A session on ‘soft skills” was conducted on 27thSeptember 2018 in
collaboration with Endeavor,

On 9thOctober 2018, the society invited Romit Abhi Chandani for a
guest lecture on ' Actuarial science as a profession’,

An interactive session with Mr Rashneek Kher, deputy director at
Indian subcontinent, URALKALI an alumni at US State Department’s
Flagship Fellowship IULTP on "The effect of economic uphill, between
China and USA on supply chain management” which was dated
27thOctober 201 8,

PERSPICA'LS, the annual fest of RAAH was also a huge success this
year and was held on 26thand 2 7thJanuary 2018, The fest comprised ol
seven events namely — Taboo, Mad Men, The Big Brand Theory, [PL
Smash, The Wolfaof Dalal Street, La Quizzeria, Bima Bachat Nivesh,
RAAH team participated in ROISTERS, the sports fest organised by
Aryabhatta college where we won the following —  Table Tennis(B3)-
Istposition, Volleyball(B)- 3rdposition, Relay(B)- 3rdposition, 70m
Individual Sprint(G)-3rdposition, Relay(G)-3rdposition, Shot Put(G)-
Ardposition, Shot Put Relay(G)-3rdposition, Kho-Kho(G)-3rd
position, Tug of War(G)-3rd position and 3rdposition in carom and
chess,

Our students also participated in debate competition organised by Sri
Giuru Gobind Singh College of Commerce,




Academic Affairs Committee:
Department of Commerce

Academic Affairs Committee: Department of Commerce, SGTB Khalsa
College aims to give wings to the business acumen and entreprencurial
outlook in students.

« The Business Café, the editorial board of Department of Commerce
launched their online bi-monthly magazine, BizGeist in 2018,

« Anorientation was also organised for the new batch on July 26, 2018,

« The Committee, on |8th September, 2018, organised a seminar by Mr.
Rahul Anand on resume making to enhance their skills to help enhance
the students” career opportunities.

« Aninteractive session on Impact of Revised Indian Financial Reporting
Standards on Accounting systemwas held on September 24th, 2018 with
CA Parveen Kumar, National Head Assurance, ASA and Associate LLP
as the esleemed speaker,

«  On 1 1th October, 2018, the Committee organised Busicon, the Business
Con, an affair to challenge and unleash the entrepreneurial and
marketing skills of students with three rounds of rigorous competitions,

«  An interactive talk with Dr. (Profl) Sudamini Das, Environmental
economist, and NABARD Chair Professor at Indian Institute of
Economic Growth was organised on | 1th October, 2018, Her discussion
pivoted around the changes in environmental concerns in business.

« A Business Conclave was organised on February 4th, where speakers
from a diverse background were called Ms, Tripti § Shinghal, Co-
Chairman Startup Committee ASSOCHAM, CA Sumit Jalan, Author
and practitioner, Mr, Vaibhav Kanwar, Founder of Clapbox and Mr.
Harshdeep Ahuja, Indian YouTube sensation graced the occasion with
their inspiring speeches followed by interactive Question and Answers
sess1o0n,

= Asa part of the College Annual fest, Comzone, the Committee plans to
organise stimulating events, which would include Amazing Race,
Vyapaar, Mock Stock, Fine Fettle, SpectraSmith, Paper Presentation
Competition among many others.

Revel : B.A Programme

In the academic session 2018-19, the elections for post-holders were
conducted for the first time under the guidance of Convener, Mr. Asad
Ahmed. In March 2018, the department organised a one-day heritage
walk in Delhi. The society looks forward to organising Khale Beta
Lokki ki Subzi, PUBG, along with other exciting activities at Lashkara
2019,




Dastaan: The History Society

Dastaan, the History society of the fraternity, kicked off the new session by
appointing new faces as student representatives in the month of August,
The three-year-old tradition of publishing a wall magazine continued with
two editions in the month of September and February respectively. Dr.
Sneh Lata Anand was given a warm farewell, along with the welcoming
the freshers for the new academic cycle.

The department also had the honour to host internationally-renowned Dr.
Harbans Mukhia who lectured the students on History: Respectability,
Certitude, Ambiguity, The Long Journey of Discipline. A short programme
was organized by the students on Teachers' Day where students spoke their
hearts out and even dedicated songs to their teachers. The department also
organized a heritage walk to Agra which helped the students and teachers
get along to learn and recreate. An excursion to Bhopal was also
solemnised which gave students an opportunity to explore and even
sharpen their observation skills.

. L e waa L omdll | (S
\ EcoTryst: The Economics Society
Ecotryst: The Economics Society actively organized several events throughout TBWNHALL MEE'"NE

the semester.
; i ; ; APLA 106

« On October 5th2018, the Department organised a screening of Saving STUDHIETIEHEI'IRSEHI';‘I[[;HTHHEIIIH&R
Capitalism. ‘ _ - COME, GET YOUR ISSUES REDRESSED.
« In October, the society had the honour of hosting Prof. Surajit Mazumdar, an
economist and a Professor at Center for Eeonomie Studies and Planning, School
of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University. The discussion was conducted
on the topic, 'Economic Growth in India Since 2000 - From Boom to Crisis”.

» On November 22018, the society conducted a workshop on Open Data, Open
Development, which was conducted by Madam Sunita Malhotra, an
information specialist at the World Bank.

Additionally, the editorial board of the society worked actively on the blog
Beyond Assumptionsby writing |8 well-researched articles.

= ::
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Polis: The Political Science Society

«  Continuing with the traditions of the Department of Political Science, the POLIS society commenced the academic
year by welcoming members through a freshers' welcome party. In August 2018, POLIS held a short story recitation
of Saadat Hasan Manto's, Saftay, as broadeasted through a radio recording narrated by RJ Sayema.

+ The next event organised by POLIS was a workshop on Urban Local Governance, in collaboration with the PRAJA
foundation. It is an NGO working in association with the European Union (EU) to increase public awareness and
engagement with governance.

+  Inthe coming semester, POLIS aims to organise its annual event, Vaktavya, and publish its very first magazine, to be
named Episteme.

Sparks: The Physics Society

Students of the Department participated in various competitions in
different parts of India, Harsh Bhardwaj attended the National
Inittative on Undergraduate Camp 15, organized at Homi Bhabha
Center for Science Facility, and was selected to work on an
experimental problem based on the Elliptical Polarization of
Light.

Harsh Bhardwaj along with Neelkanth and Satyam from second
year got the opportunity to participate in the poster presentation in
the Annual National Symposium instituted by TAPT and held at
Punjab University in Chandigarh during the month of October,
2018,

Lakshay Aggarwal, Arshpreet Singh, Paras Verma from second
year and Tushar Joshi and Aman Chaudhary from first year
participated in "Pravegy’, conducted by the Indian Institute of
Science in Bengaluru in the month of January, 2019,

The Department organized a talk on 'Gravitational Waves' by
Dr.(Prof.) Patrick Das Gupta on 28 January 2019,

MY KHALSA




English Literary Society

The Literary Society of the English Department organises
co-curricular and extra-curricular events that encourage
thinking and discussion about literary processes. In the
2018-19 academic session, the Society held a wide range
of events from orientation sessions, talks, student
seminars ete. These events include -

« The department teachers organised an extended series
of Orientation workshopsfor our first year students to
introduce them to the protocols of the discipline,

« A talk on September 27, 2018 by Prof. Jennifer
Wawrzinek, acting chair of New English Literatures at
the University of Potsdam, Germany titled “De
Quincey’s Haunted Empire” brought new light on this
lesser-known Romantic writer.

« A very useful Workshop on the Legal Rights Of

womenand Prevention of Sexual Harassment Lawson
September 21, 2018 was conducted by Ady, Shubhra
Mendiratta, in charge of the Rape Crisis Cell, Delhi
Commission for Women.

« A Talk On The Feminist Consciousness In the
Writings Of Amrita Pritamby our colleague in the
Punjabi department, Dr, Vanita, on October 30, 2018
was much appreciated by our students,

« A Seminartitled *On The Contemporary: The Lessons
Of Modernism”on October 31, 2018 had student
presenters from DU, AUD and JNU including two
from our college, This seminar was followed by talks
by two prestigious guest speakers Prof, Udaya
Kumar and Prof. Brinda Bosefrom JNU.

. Several Regional and International Filmsof social
relevance and experimental aesthetics were regularly
screened by our in-house film society, "FOCUS".

« A Film on Masculinity - *“When Four Friends Meet”
was screened for our GE students doing the paper
“Contemporary India: Women and Empowerment™ on
25 October, 2018 to facilitate attention on men and
feminism.

« Two workshops on Plagiarism and Reading Poetry
which illustrated the technical side of the writing
process by Chinmaya Lal Thakur. An essential step in
college life -a Library Orientation was also conducted
on 20th of October, 201 8.
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Nav Pallav: The Hindi Sahitya Sabha

Nav Pallav organised various programmes under the
guidance of Principal Dr. Jaswinder Singh and
Convenor Dr. Charanjeet  Singh. The academic year
was commenced by conducting an Orientation Session
followed by election of the office bearers,

» The society organised a programme to pay tribute to
the freedom fighters and celebrated Independence
Day on 14th August, 2018, Teacher's Day was also
celebrated by the students of Hindi Department to
show their respect and love,

* On the ocassion of' Hindi Diwas, a seminar titled
Hindi: Dasha aur Disha was held on 14th
september, 2018, The speakers included Prof
K.N.Tiwari (Professor, University of Delhi),
Urmilesh (Senior Journalist), Dr. Harish Naval
(Eminent writer & Editor of Gagnanchal). During
the seminar, speakers were expressed their views
that now our national language becoming a Global
language in all over the world also to clear the
Doubts about the Future Prospects of Hindi,

* Freshers Introduction Party (Navagat Samaroh) was
held on 28 September 2018, A warm welcome was
organised for the first year students,

* Department organised a national seminar titled
Navjagran ki Vaichariki evam Punarvvakhyva on 1"
November 2018, The speakers were Profl. Nityanand
Tiwari (Critics and Eminent Thinker), Prof.
Apoorvanand (Eminent Columnist), Prof. Sudha
Singh (Feminist Thinker), Dr. Asha Mehta
(Associate Prof, 5.G.T.B. Khalsa College), and Sri
Gurubhej Singh Guraya (Secretary, Maithili
Bhojpuri Academy, Delhi Government).

» With the collaboration of SGTB Khalsa College and
Nirman IAS, a national debate competition was held
on 3 November 2018 on the topic of "Vaikalpik
Raajneeti Ek Bhram Hai'. The Cheif Guests were Dr,
Jasvinder Singh (Principal, SGTB Khalsa College),
Dr. Satyendra (DC North West), and Kamaldev
Singh (Director, Nirman [AS).

» Delhi Public Library (Ministry of Culture,
Goverment of India) and Department of Hindi,

SGTB Khalsa College organised a Speecl

Competition on the topic of Swachch Bhara

Sampanna Bharat on January 29, 2019,

Jaswinder Singh (Principal, SGTB Khalsa Colleg

Prof. Pooran Chand Tandon and Dr. Charan

Singh was special invitee.

o
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Punjabi Sahit Sabha

The Department of Punjabi organised three major
events under the convenership of Dr. Kuldeep Kaur.

A literary meet was organised on 15th September 2018
in collaboration with the Sahitya Manch, Sahitya
Academy Delhi. Dr. Barjinder Chauhan, Dr. Kulvir,
Dr. Jaspal Kaur, Karanjeet Komal and Balvinder Brar
recited their poems and stories, which was followed by
the recitation of poetry by Dr, Kuldeep and Dr. Vamita.

The department conducted a "Career Guidance
Workshop' on 16th November 2018, S, Parkash Singh
Gill from the Punjabi Helpline, Delhi and Mr. Pankaj
Kapaahi from News!8, Punjab, guided the students
regarding future carcer opportunities.

A special lecture arranged by the Department on
Philosophical Aspect of Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji's Baani
by the eminent Scholar Prof. Dharam Singh (Former
HoD, Deptt. of Punjabi, GNDU). Sardar Farlochan
Singh presided over the function. Prof. Manjit Singh
and Dr. Jaspal Kaur were the special invitees of the
occasion, Life, legacy, philosophy, and ideology ol Sri
Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib were discussed thoroughly
in the presence of students and stafT members.

ST AR
Aavriti: The Electronics Society
yry, Delhi on 27 September 2018 to explore the

thin films, and mati_.'riHI science. A seminar on
15 were introduced to Raspberry Pi

Students of the Department visited the National Physical Laboratc
research work done in the field of superconductivity, acoustics,
Internet of Things was held in the Department in October and the studen

Microcontroller.
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Floridus: The Botanical Souety

‘Floridus,” presided over by Dr. Inderdeep Kaur, staff advisor and Dr.
Surinder Kaur, treasurer, held elections for the office bearers for the
year 2018-19, Plethora of events were organised under the
empowering leadership of the office bearers.

* Aninteractive talk on Dragonflies was held on 8th August, 2018 by
Mr. Ishtivak Ahmad from Asola Bhati Wildlife Sanctuary in lieu
of *Dragonfly Festival’. On the occasion of World Honeybee Day,
21stAugust, 2018 a field trip was organized for the students and
leachers of Department to Herbal Garden and Bonsai Park of
Lodhi Garden.

« A plantation drive was organised by teachers and students of the
Department in presence of the honourable Principal on Teacher's
Dy, "Ozone Day’ was celebrated on [ 7thSeptember, 2018, The
society also held Fresher's welcome on 26thSeptember, 2018,

* Inaugural lecture of the society was held on 1st October, 2018 by
Prof. Sudeshna Mazumdar, Department of Botany, University of
Delhi on Updates on commercial transgenic plants resistant to
insects and viruses, which was followed by a plantation drive
within the college. An educational visit was organised on
SthOctober, 2018 for the students of the department 1o Mahatma
Gandhi Institute for combating climate change (MGICCC),
Alipur. Towards the end of the academic session, Floridus is
gearing up for its annual festival, Gardenia,to be followed by a
Farewell Party for the outgoing batch.

Aakriti: The Zoological Society

The Department of Zoology witnessed an eventful year, which started off by
welcoming 48 new faces as a part of the Zoology family. The society conducted
departmental elections in a democratic way to fill up the four posts, viz., President,
Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary. The elected members are:

As an eflort to spread awareness about the importance of cleanliness of our
surroundings, the department observed a cleanliness week from [2th -19th
September 2018, It included a march for the cause of paperless election
campaigning, addressing the indiscriminate use of pamphlets during the DUSU
campaigns, Other events included two competitions which challenged even the
muost ereative minds to bring out the best of waste and to pen down their opinions in
the form of slogans,

On the 19th of September, an informative discussion regarding cleanliness was
held, followed by a felicitation ceremony of the post-holders by handing them their
badges. Additionally, the department organised the freshers' function to welcome
the new batch of students to the society. The students also got a chance to display
their athletic skills by participating in the college sports fest, which was an inter-
department event conducted to promote the importance and effectiveness of
curriculum and healthy competition among students. The girls' kho-kho team won
the first prize in the college with great perseverance,
The students with faculty went for an excursion from August 18th-21st, to the city
of lakes- Udaipur.
Arvinder Singh, Il year received Best Poster award in Science conclave at
Miranda House organised by DST.
MY KHALSA



Catenation:
The Chemistry Society

The inaugural function of Catenation, the
Chemistry Society, was held on August 31,
2018,

Professor J.M. Khurana, Department of
Chemistry, University of Delhi presided over as
Chief Guest and delivered a keynote address
entitled, Green Chemistry and its Applications.
The lecture dwelled on the importance of
environmentally-benign methodologies in
| chemical sciences.
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Wronskian: The Mathematics Society

The Department of Mathematics will be
grganising its annual fest Wronskian as a part
of the three-day college fest, Lashkara. The
society aims to include enthralling events
like 'Let's Get Quizzical', Treasure Hunt, and
an interesting football match. The fest is
envisioned to be a great success with exciting
inter-departmental and intra-departmental
events.

MY KHALSA
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ENGLISH SECTION

story, non-ficlion arlicles and a graphic narrative, We've also laid special emphasis on the topic ™\
'Social Media and its impact on Literature and Youth Culture'. Qur contributors, with both their
Imagination and insight. have presented us with variows takes on our increasingly networked
socicty. There's also a sub-section dedicated to hosting articles provided by students from the
Feonomies departiment

Abip thanks to everyone, both students and faculty, for contributing io our section in all the myriad
ways Lhat they have done. We hope you enjoy reading it as much as we've enjoyed making it!

Editorial Team
Dr, Madhvi Zutshi
Mr, Ashwin Rajecy
Aishwarya Sharma, B.A. (Hons.) English, I Year
Bhavya Sharma, B.A. (Hons.) English, TIT Year
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The Quake: From the Pages of Kathmandu (2015)

Temple tops and lovely lancs

The suave shape ol the city belles
Golden palace and the axure sky

All, all sweetly belic
The wrath of (iod.. ..

Just o few blinks

And the carcass s

The canvas of bounty.

As the street stinks

Poetry shrinks in ghastly [car

Tears piled wpon tears
Rebuild the remnants
Like a jigsaw pussie,

The king and the begear
Crawl through the mbble.
Broken pot, daughter™s doll

Father's savings and mother’s shawl

— A fing collage of death!

.‘_-...;.u----_--__..---_--"-"-

Army ambulance sahne

NGO media mindster Foreign help
And heaps of promise. .

Onty The Dead Do Not Retum.
The number of the deceased
Forms an impressive statistic,

In the midst of Lhe haunted city

I the darkness of the abandoned alleys
b the crowd of the departed spirds
The shattered batiered face of
Humanity clipped by TV screen,
Watched by the “su called” sceure,
Living far from a land left \impure’

The latest updates, video footage,
Current coverage and photographic Tive
Keep the other side alive.

And there ...
In the din of rescue works
The evening lamp hightens
The cracked breast of Buddha.
Against the sooty walls
Rises the shadow of the Seer.
Against the chinks of the ancient pillars
Ring the metal bells.
A devoles prostrates hike the last lzard,
The dark hellish bloody night sulfers
A labor pain
And g dawn 1s born,
A dawn seen through Lhe restless crows. ..
A dawn Fallen on the bruised cheek of
The long haived maiden. ..
A dawn sprakling on
The ripples of the river
‘That has suddenly changed ils course
To {low forever. ...
- Induleltha I B, Burman
Depdrvnent of English
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Building Blocks

I'm building blocks,

| gift-wrap my worth and leave it at your feet

hoping that you'd tread careludly and you,
yout do, so [ add a fow more blocks to niy
casile, 1 gall

it a fool's paradise,

It's now 1y new favourite project,

[ don't slecp until sunrise sometimes,
reartanging Ue

blocks in my mind,

it should be perfect,

Just like that sunrise, just like vou.

Building blocks,

| take a ticket to nowhere but the next day |
miss the train,

hecause I've gol my hohemian soul trapped
inside

thig indecizive Trame,

‘Twea blocks up,

like a moth to a flame | pravitate toward vou,

{ne block dowm

Am [ walking straight into something that's
gy o burn me?

Two blocks up,

Yo are pust as beautiful as that {feather swirling

down
i front ol e,
One block down,

Aren't vou samcthing yust hike a feather with no
aroutids to hold on o7

yvou let the wind take over you,

Two blocks up, one bleck down.

['m building blocks,

I'm telling mysclf to keep doing this until there's a
numb inmy veins

but now it foels like this half inked pape with
meomplete words like it was almost a poem,
this was almost a castle

but I'm oo good al leaving thinps behind,

FlI just look back at it when o rains,

and when i does

Pl wateh the water heautifully cascading down
and

seeping into the imperfections entil il melts,
and melts into nothing,

Building blocks,

but I ended up buitding walls,

I unwrap my worth and leave it oul on the road,
1 leave my hopes too, at a vuinerable place,

I feel like T don't need 1t anymone,

| teel like | don't cven need miyself anymore.

Nosy

I'm burilding walls,

just to ¢limb up on it in the end,

daring myself to sky dive from Lhe heights that
ONCe

used to tereify me,

L dix it and just leave it there af the end,

a castle with just onc sky-high fall, perfectly
arranged wall.

I'm building blocks.

- Bani Kaur Allagh
RB.A. (Hons.) English, IT Year




¢
;
!
[}

5
|

Relevance of Confirmation Bias in
understanding Social Media

We live in an age where echnology actively and
subliminally alters our fives. Social Media is an
unpoertant cxample of this, in that o hefps us share
our lives with praciically the whole world. Ina very
comspicucus reality, we may or may noil be the
person we are i the virtual world of social medin.
This 1y because Social Media provides us with the
optionof edifing and/or filtering our personality.

11 also ablows us to befriend 'like minded' people.
And, because we hove the option of inleracting
with people who are more Dkely 1o agree with us,
our opimons are more Jtkely to be validated than
critiqued. Similarly, we are cxposed to others
posting things which we mesty agree with, The
toals used by Social Media giants led by Facebook
are so framed that they sugeest w us only what we
alrcady ke, We reject any dissenting viewpoint
Just as an anomaly, This, m s mushell s whar
psyclinlogists call Confirmation 13ias,

Hegel argued that “our objects of inguiry are nol
ruth’ or & "meamaig’ but vather configuration of
consclowsness. These are figures or pattermns of
knowledge, copnilive and practical armtodes,
which cmerge within a definite historical and
culturgl context™, Thus, Social Modia has become
a cultral tens through which we construcl or
distort reality.

We want to sce only whal plesses our eyes, We
consume information that matches oo opitons,
Yet the desire to prove we wre right and ihe pressure
to maintain it, Lrumps over our open-mindedness.
social media filters out information, and as o result.
we sec only things that our friends have scen and
liked, and thus we access only a bubble of
information partly of our vwn chooesing, and
poople tend w fmmm jnaccurate beliels based on
that. Prolferation of such informalion perpetuates
moreignorance than knowledge.

[n our post-truth poalitieal world, our confirmation
ases are bemnyg extensively used by an unholy
nexus of politicians and corporations. They use
false news to creats divisivencss in socisty and
ntipubate informaton 1o suit the people's
ingrained or acquived bias. As a resull, we end up

living in a very a small world crcated and
conserved by our own prejudices,

The dangers of this phenomenon 15 so grave that it
has led 10 mob Justice in India, often leading 10
muitiple deaths, As individuals, we must introspect
and strengthen our capueity to evaluate and process
knowledpe before Jumping to conclusions, The
least anyvone could do s o check for facts before
accepttng or sharng anything as wuth, Having

dissenting opintons helps us to have befter f

uncerstanding and a balanced opinion. This is a
vilal of bemg a well informed voter. As cilizens, i
becomics our responsihibivy Lo pursue the truth and
make decisions which are good for us and for our
country. In the cra of post-lruth, “all-news” and
“lake news™. this has become more important than
CWIET.

- Shaikh {lyder Ali Ahmed
B.A Hons) ol Seience, £ Year
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Activism on Social Media

“Never doubt that & small group of thaughtful, coumitted, citizens cau change the world. Indeed, it is

the only thing that ever as.”
—Margaret Mead
The Cambridge dictionary desceribes activism as “the usc of direct andd noticeable actions o achieve a
result, usually a political ot social one.” Activism in Tndia is loud, unapologetic and unafraid. It thriveson
Sovial Media. More than half ol all online users get their nows from Facebook and other social meda
platforms, according to the Reuters lnsiitute for the Study of Tounalism {RISF). However, there 15 a
perception that social media activisin is just another manifestation of armehair activisim. This perception
dismisses the legitimacy and effectiveness of online activism as compared to the work donc on the policy
[evel throngh governmient funded/initiated projecs. legal provisions or local profects and NGOs,
This perception brings o focus important guestions such as “H social media activism is inelfective, then
why is it popular?”, “Why do people turn 1o online medims to raise social issucs before approaching
fepal institutions desigmed for these tssucs?™, = Toes the rise of social activism mean the fall of legal
institution because of its inactivity/ailure to provide immediate results?”
To answer these questions, it is necessary (o point out that organised action requires hierarchy. And
hierarchy creates clear division of power between superiors and inferiors. This could be one of the
reasons why social media as ameans of carrying out social change is so popular. It's free, and everybody is
a nser, And, cven though some users avc more visible than others, iLis notas rigid a hierarchy as organised
action is. Another roason is the pace at which sociat media works. One controversial tweel can reach
miilions in seconds and become the face of national dailies the next second, 0o the other band, NGOs
and eivil sociclics are either not lunded sulficicnily or have 1o go through a long, ollen arduons process to
even get Lhe concerned authorities to listen to their concerns.
But, does the rise o social media getivism mean ihc fall vl convenhional activism?
Itis Loa soon o telh, For one thing, there is plenty of scope for misuse. Rave Srinivasan was the first Indian
1 be arresied for a bweet back in late 2012, Since then, there have been several cases o f both cyhet-
bullying and online harassment, 1t 1 here thal the robustness of lepal framcworks, povernmental
responsibility and the role of pon-profit institutions comes into play. Ullimately, citizens need help
securing their rights. The real solution lies in cstablishing a symibiotic relationship betwecn social media
ard prassroots ach vIsm.
With the rise of imlemet movements like #meloo. fipinjratodh, the Tecbucket challenge and pages like
shuymans of New York” and many maore, which bring to light important 1ssues which would have been
silenced i left cutirely to legal institutions, it is ipperative to acknowledge ihe part social media plays in

raising awarcness about crucial issues which need imintediate attention,
-Vaishnavi Madanasundaran

B.A (Homs ) English, st Year
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Happily, Ever After

sleeping cight'. A lpsy Ria in a black, ligure hugging
P dress and red wedges leant stightly over Eklavya.
I Eklavya, apparently sober, with his streaked, silky
hair and child tike, warm smile Lhat reached up to his
eyes through his siraight, freckled nose stood an inch
or two taller, dressed dapperly in & black tuxedo.
Colour co-ordinated and happy as llowers, they made
a nearly perfect pielure, with a caplion that was
hevond perfect.

You guys are giving us major couple goals Ria read
Dhriti's comment, the very first and cutest, her best
[riend she was afterall!

“This post 15 simply Avwwwdorable!™ was the next
one, followed by numercus 'cutes!, 'pertects’ and
Wooals' making Ria smile frony ear o ear. This picture
was the perlect wing on her cake Tike Instagram feed,
one that made people drool, Eklavya was the boy she
had been dreaming of since she was five and had
heard Cinderclla's tale for the first tme. He doted on
her, ook her on dates-fun, romantic and exciting
ones." Heis the perfect boviriend and L am the luckicst
eirl in the world!" thought Ria to hersell, and this
remninded her ol the day he had proposed (o her,

. They stood in the college canteen, surrounded by
their friends as Eklavys knell down and asked her ro
b his girffriend. Ria's face was a bright scarlet shade
and she couldn't help smiling with all her {eeth
showing. "Yes!' she said, bul no one around seemed to
hear for her voice was drowned by her phone that rang
loudly, "Trrerringge! Trovringep!'. So loud that it
forced her out of her afternoon reveric.
"Whyyyyyyy! I velled an irritated, almost cranky
Ria as she lifted her head up from her soft pillow.
Praleck bhaiva's marriage 1sn't happeming, 1 don't
have a boylmend, is this family cursed or whal!'
Prateek was her first cousin, A decade older and
unmarricd. ‘This was reasen cnough for ham being the
talk of the lown, *You know beta vou have 1o pet
married soomer or Tater, hanging around with these
single friends of vours won't help vou find a suitable
girl, was what her maother and other relatives told
hirm.

"That bitch, Anaiyal', thought Ria
Anaiya was [klavya's gitliriend, the same Eklavva
who had been Ria's crush since she saw him on the

first day of college and had since then, been unable to
forget.

she threw herselt on her double bed, prabbed her
phone and started scrolling through Lklavya's
Instagram feed, Tooking at the only picture she didn't
like, the one with Anaiya.

'Stop it Rial Stop stalking them!', she told herself as
she tried her best not to read the comments for the
twenticth time sinee the picture had been uploaded.
She lay flat on her back, her arms outspread, and
sighed to herself,

She'd fallen [or Eklavya on her very first day in
college,

Intense cye comtacts-check! Cute messsges-check!
Progress? Zero! Six months later, he has a girifriend!
"Maybe Dt s right, alier all! It's time T take some
minative for mysclf, But, Tinder? Really? It's so not
me, but no harin trying once!” she ended her 'self help
session’ with the decision anl clicked the 'instat]’
huttan an the Play-store, While the app was being
installed, she checked herself in the full length mieror
next1o her bed. Was this douls
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'l manage' she said to herself cynically, reluctant to
i admit even to herself that she had a little spark of hope
» within her, that she may actually find her 'prince

charming'. The app had been installed. 'Get started',

» she hit, adrenaline rushing through her entire body as
1 ohe filled her details up. Soon, options appeared on

her phone's large screen, and she rejected them one
after the other. After fifteen minutes of swiping left

+ over and over, disappointed, she decided to get back
3 {0 her romance-novel, leaving the rest to the next day
v and to Dhriti.

Al e -

-l

i

i

..IJ

i
|
4

Dhriti was enthralled beyond measure, and jumped
with excitement right in the middle of the college
canteen when Ria told her about finally accepting her
advice.

'S0, did you find anyone?', Dhriti couldn'twait.

"No! And I don't think 1 will. This is trash! Ria was
back to her pessimistic self.

"Hand me your phone, quick!" and Dhriti began
looking for people. 'You need experience to be able to

find the right people, girl! Just beware of fake 1Ds.
Here, like him?' she held up the phone to Ria's face.

"Wahhhh! Ria's face sunk.

¥ Listen Ria, drop the tantrum and your preoccupation
% with Eklavya, He isn't perfect, and no one is. Filters
} don't exist in real life, only on Instagram. Now, what
' about him?'
3 Riarolled her eyes, looking the other way when she
! caughtsight of something,

1 ‘Wait, the other one, the one you just rejected! | think
| hewasnice.' Riasmiled.

y 'Oh, I can swipe right for him if you want.', Dhriti did
4 50 excitedly and handed the phone to Ria. 'He lives
3 nearby, cool Haan! Akash, he is. Go ahead, Ria. Start
4+ a conversation and fix up a date, ASAP!' Dhriti was
, equally excited!

3 'Yes, I'l handle the rest!’, Ria smiled and left for
» home. Her request was accepted almost instantly, this
3 made her journey back home difficult, for Ria couldn't
} strike a balance between fantasy and reality as she

sunk into the reverie of her “perfect date”.

She

|} initiated the chat as soon as she reached home. Akash
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scemed quite affable, nice to talk to and quite mature.
Ria loved talking to him. They fixed a date.

Nervous and excited at the same time, Ria spent the
next four days as ifinastupor.

"What am 1 going to wear? How do [ do my hair? Let
them loose, that'll be the best! Yes, or a ponytail? That
depends on the outfit I select which has not been done
yet!'

Finally, the day arrived. At 1, she decided to leave
college. Dhriti assisted her in dressing up and left no
stone unturned to motivate her anxious friend.

“ou'll do fine! It will be great and you'll thank me, 1 ¢
am telling you. You look fab girl! Now go!' she
hugged Ria tightly as she said this." Be safe!' Sharpat o

2, she stood outside the Taxi cafe. It was a beautiful,
large place with a large glass door through which one
could see the interior. As Ria lifted her hand to open
the door, she glanced at the table that they had
reserved for the day. [twasn't empty. Prateck Bhaiyya
was sitting there!

For a split second, she froze and then, as it by reflex,

moved aside, breathing heavily.

“Oh no! What did 1 get myself into!” She was ¢

_-,__-ll--—-_.p_.--.-.--‘_- 4

sweating already. But why would Prateck bhaiya do ¢
this?" she tried to peep again, for her logic was failing ¢
what she was seeing. But before she could do §

anything, she saw Akash walking towards her from ¢

the opposite direction. She feltatinge of relief.

“I am never doing this again!” she thought to herself f

as Akash waved at her with a warm smile but as soon

as he reached the door, the smile faded away. Ria

traced his gaze which was now directed at Prateck «
and Mayank. Mayank looked a shade apprehensive, «

as he looked deep into Prateek’s eyes whose hand was

over his. He had a reassuring look in his eyes, Ria felt «
asurge of happiness as she turned toward Akash, who 3

pulled a face, declaring “This place is too liberal for
me, let's go somewhere ¢lse”. And with that, he
turned around and walked away.

- Bhavya Sharma ¢
B.A. (Hons.) English, 11l Year ©




When we talk abont soctal media, we need to
understand how it allows different interpratations of
realily o be accessed by the public. At the moment,
Social Media presents us with many issues like
Fake News, Conspiracy Theories, Hate Speech and
Fxploitation of inbal tnstincts. Today, we find
oursetves m a sttuation where the majonty of the
contcnt on social media websites has become a
means to manipitlate the mass into befieving only
one interpretation of what is taking place in our
political realm. Take Myanmar for example. The
wostern part of this nation is facing the ssue of
communal conflict between Rohingya Muslims and
Buddhist Natonalisis leading o the Rohingya
Refuges crisis in 2007, Al yel, people residing in
Lastern Myanmar a5 well as tourists visiting the
region have no iden this is going on, and as per their
news-leed, (he counlry 15 at peace and developing
bath soecially and economically.

This asymmelrical perceplion of reality is caused
by what is known as Social Media Dumping. This
particular concept has rwo dimensions. According
to the UN Special Rapportenr on Myanmar,
Facebook is the most relied upon site [or aceessing
national news, especially wmong the youth, Social
Media works on the one hand by altering the
mairix of informatien. Tf the government or
certain agencies possess a direct Jmk to the
allocation of information on the web, then it's very
casy W show people whal is reality. [t works on the
same logic as a Filter Bubble, where all the sensitive
information is hidden away. Buthere, the difference
lics in the fact that whercas the Uilter Bubble works
on the narrative of accessing information purely
based on one's interests, (his sitaation is linked with
political propaganda.

On the other hand, there's the Manufacturing
Of Consent, Here, consent 15 manutactured
through appealing to the tribal instinets of the mass.
Esscntially, a picture is created that their collective
idenlity is in danger, and thal the public should
prioritize its safety. Not only that, ol creates a

narrative of UUS v/'s THEM, where any factor
opposing their tnbal mstinet will be laken as a
threat to their livelihood, Strong moral or
emotional haits are given through these posts
which create an Tncentive Structure where there are
no social costs and no social oblipations to follow,
This over-exploitalion of tribal Instincts is what
leads 1o Ulra-nafionalist rhetoric in a nation,
ultimately leading to violent clashes belween
different communitics.

What is the solution? [T one closely observes the
issue, s clear that it mainly relies on the mass. Ina
world where the growth of the digital world is ona
massive rise, & lack of digital literacy and critical
thinking let these 1ssues turg into a national crisis,
lior the public, there 1x a necessity to gauge what
the more authenlic sources ol news ate and [or that,
they need to use their own senses for any nows or
any article they read. Our fulure depends on it

- Jyot Shikhar Singh
B4, fHans,) Pol. Science, Il Year
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- Aashna Nagpal
B.A. (Hons ) kaglish, 11 Year



Chronicling Inevitability:
A Review of Kurt Vonnegut's Cat's Cradle

As it happencd-"as 11 was meant 10 bappen,” Bokonon would say. . (Vonnegul 23)
So 1 asked Fulian Castle what zafi-miab-fi-bo meant,

“You want g simple answer or a whole answer

£

“Let's start with a simple one™
“Tate-inevitale desting.” (Vonoegut L&)

5 On the face of it, the story of Kurt Vonneguts Cat's
Cradie is quite stople and straightforward,
Narrated post facto by a relatively unimportan
a journalist, John {or, as he likes to call himself,
73 Jonah), the novel begins with his description of a
= time when he is writing about the lives of inmportand
“ Americans on the day Hiroshima was bombed. This
chronicle, John narrates, beging with the description
of the life of Felix Hoentkker, a Nobel Prize
winning physicist who helps develop the bomb and
his childven. Towsards that end, he comes imto
contact with Dy, Asa Breed, who tells him about ice-
ning- a substance which can frecze cverything in the
a waorld (inchuding humans). John, upon coming to
v know aboul the existence of such a devastating
material, starts obsessing over 1t and evenlually
ends up in the fictional Caribbean isfand of San
Lorenzo where he, quite unintentionally, crosscs
paths with the subjects of his initial study: the
children of Felix Hoenikker. From then on beging
another journey which ties the fates ol the world, the
nation of San Loreng, the Hoenikker children, and
John to fce-nine and ends with the display,
simultangously, of the trivinph of science as well as
the failure of hurmanity.

What accords the novel its preatness, however, is
the subtle incorporation of the mechanies of human
inleraction, both among themselves and with the
cosmos al large wathin the framework of the novel.
Ttis real, in asense, because whal the novel shows is
more believable than not. Bokononism, for
example, is a religion that John encounters in San
Lorenzo., While, like any other religion,
Bokononism's inception les in a desire lo control
the population of San Lorenzo (native and
b immigranis alike), it ends up being a play of the

mherently milnhistie structure of the religion forces a
comprehension of the fundamental failure of the
human race: the fragility of humanity in the face of
causality. Causality is unstoppable. 1t abways drives
cvery being, every cntity to an cnd. In that way,
causality becomes an end in iscll; washing away
desires for free witl and objective choices,
Bokononizm then, insolar as il preaches the causal,
becomes the Religion.
Sitting warm inside a blankel of the science fiction
novel then, Kurt Vonnegut's Car's Cradie presents a
vision of a world that is neither very “scicntific” nor
particularly “fictional”. While on the onc hand it has
the perfeet elements that inake the science Hictional -
a maddening scientific discovery that ends up
changing the planet- there is, on the other hand, 4
presentation of a4 crass reality that negates the
speculative form of the genve. The world that
Vonnegut gives his readers is the world that they
live in, no matter the existence of apocalyptical
thermopses, Thig 15 2 world where humanity 15 a
transaction fueted by religious profit and
mechanistic repetitions. This 15 8 world where war
motivates. This is a world where individual
selfishness always trumps the needs of the
coltective. This is a world where free will is a myth
and order, adream. Finally, thisisa world that, likea
cal’s cradle, loops in around itsell” forming onc
predelermined patlern afler another.
- Ritwick Bhattacharjee
Department of English
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Rupee, the driver of the $2.6 trillion Indian
ceonomy, has fascinated cvery cconomist, But
lately, with a fall and anticipated inflation situation
on 1he horizon, it has started fascinating those who
dwell on politics too, The currency of the warld's
fustest growing ccononty is on a growth, but beware,
i's negative. Where will it end? 1s 1L a precursor to
sonething like what happened in Veneruela or
Turkey, a situation which cxisted before the gales of
the [ndian economy were unbotied for the world?
(2, 15 it just a normal sifuation arising out of cxternal
conditions which were long overdue?

The Indian Ruopee has been one of the worst
performing cumencies amongst the major emerging
markel currencies i the Jast quarter. The [ndian
Rupee has lost around 9% ol its value in the past fow
months, and around 2000% since Indian
independence. This free fall of the Rupec has
significanily affected Foreign Tnstitulionat
Tnvestments (FlIs) [magine a situation where you
are an Investor with $ 10,000 in vour pocket, In year

1, when 81 = 60, interest ralos in USA and Indin are

v 2% and 10% respectively. ALl the same time, the
Rupee falls in the year in which you arc going to
myest, rom 60 to Te6. So when yvou invest thal sun
m US market, at the year end, you get $10,200 and
when you invest the same in the Indian market you

goet %6,60,000, ie., $10,000. So, despite betler
interest rates, [ndian markets arc not able to provide
same retuen as US markel, due w which investors
are withdrawing thcir money [rom the Indian
cconomy, leading to further depreciation of the
Rupee, Tn thus vear, until July, investments worth
almost TIZ.000 crores have been withdrawn from
the Indian cconomty, According to Bloomberg
Intellipence, the eguity inflows into the country
have moderated, averaging 52.9 billion (Rs 19,823

crore) a month in fanuary-February 208, compared 3

to o monthly average of 3.6 Willion (Rs 24,608
crove) in Oclober-December 2017,

(lobal trade war fears. under the present scenario of
retaliaiory import taritfs by LS and China, have also
contribuled 10 weakening of the Rupce. The other
signilicant rcason for weakness in the value of the
Rupee is the rise tn US bond yields, which has macle
the dotlar attractive, Higher US viclds arc attracting
investors to the US treasuries and making the
currensies of the cinerging markets, such as Indra,
weanker.

“Currency weakness is a factor of dollar strengtlh
rather than anything clse. Bur, T would say thal
investors should look at countrics with large current
accoumi deficits as well as high level of debt,” 1s
what Raghuram Rajan said in an interaction with
CNBC, In fact, several economists are of the view
that (his depreciation was long overdue and Rupee is
still overvalued! Clearly, not panicking, or
succnbing to political and ideological posturing, is
iheneed ol the hour.

- Raj Abhisar Agarwal

B.A. (Hons) Econemics, Ist Year




Jobless Growth — Digging Deeper

“The govermment should pay people to dig holes in
the ground and then fill them up.” This controversial
staterment by Keynes highlights the importance of
jub creation in an economy thai is sufering from
stagnant prowth, But, the Indian seenario right now
is predty paradoxical, as we have the numbers in
growth, buf the corresponding cmployment figures
arc highly disappointing.
India's GDP s growing at a very fast pace but the
employment growth rate is fairly low. In the 1990
and 1980, when our GIP was growing at ground 3-
%2 poa.. employment growth was around 2%,
whereas since the [990s, und particularly 10 the
20005, GDT growth has accelerated to 7% but
cmptoyment growth has abated (@ 19 or oven less.
The cwrrent unemployment e in India is the
highest over the past 20 years, The Morth-Easicmn
stales are hit hardesl by this increasing
unemployment due to the lack of industvial base and
abscuce of privale coderprises. All this clearly
mdicates jobless pgrowth i.c., an cconomic
phehomenen in which an economy experiences
growth while mamtaining or decreasing its level of
employment.
There are o Jot of ressons behind this counter
intuilive and inverse relation between growth and
employment growth, Cur country's growth s driven
by the service sector, which employs less people hat
contribules more o the GDP Also, there 15 weak
absorption of labour by the rapidly prowing
manufactunng and serviec scetors heeause of excess
rigidity of labour regulation, strict emiployment
protection legislation and the Industrial Disputes
Act, which has lowered eraployment in the
arganised manufacturing sector by about 25%.
dMorcover, India's orenlalion hasn't shilled from
mmport diiven 10 export driven, due fo which the
imported cheap capital has somowhat replaced the
need (or labour. As result of al] these factors, capital
intensive manufacturing is advocated over labour
inlensive manufaetluring. Also, lack of infrastructure

amd less focus on Micro, Small and Medium sized
Einterpriscs contribules o the worsening siluation,
Such condilions can be improved by reforming the
labour laws as their rigidity discourages firms to
employ more people. Another way can he
gncouraging job intensive scctors hke Tood
processitg and having more startups by promoting
schemes like “Startup India™ to remove entry
barricrs. We also need to develop our nation's human
resource by mcraasimg the skill sets of people by
spreading education more widely. This problemn can
also be resolved by expansionary fiscal and monetary
policies of the government.

In [ndia, jobless growth 15 a huge problem and the
solution o Tndia's need to ereate more jobs faster isto
urgently apply an effective process 1o develop a good,
syncrgistic policy-matnix, Therefore, the
government should take all necessary steps o bring
bacl the chirp ol the beloved golden sparrow,

- Jyotsana Thaveja
A fHons) Econamics, st Year
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Behavioral Economics

The basic assumption in theories of econontics is rational decision making. Rationality assumplion
linplics thal cconomic agents make decisions o maxinuse their benefit. The question is whether people
are abways ralional or there are some behavioural cffeets that puide their deeisions. This can be
explained by Behavicural Economics.

What is Behavioural Economics?

Behavioural cconontics is @ method of economic analysis that applies psychological insighls into
human behaviour to cxplain cconamic decision making. An example of this could be the fact that
we consuime junk food which, although pleasurable, s harmful to our health and this it's
consumption, irrational, Hence economic agents are not always rational and are influenced by
factors that do not [l under the purvies of rational behaviour.,

Does Behavioural Econemics have any sigoificange?

Behavioural cconomies s helpful w know why people make the decistons that they make, ol the
onhcs they should make. John Maynard Keynes used the kerm anmmal spinits’ in us 1936 book. The
General Theory of Emplovmend, fnterest and Money, to deseribe the instinets and emotions that
influcnee and guide human behaviour, and which can be measured in terms of, Tor example,
congumer confidence. [Ldeseribes the paychological Tactors that drive investors to take action when
faced with high volatility in the capital markets,

Behaviowral Economics and public policy

Historically, government policy has been made with the view thal people are rational. O,
govenmments assume that people will only make that choice which will help them in achicving their
policy poals, However, this cannol be true in alt the siloalions and this iz where behavioural
ecomomics comes inlo play. 1M the policy makers know how consumers behave rationally as well as
irrationally, they can take appropriate nieasures in the policy to help achicve cconomic goals.

Conclusion- -

Behavioural ccomomics s gaining importance. [t helps in finding o missing link between
peychology and economics. [t provides us with a different approach as to how people behave
diiferently in different sitwations and how their choices can be irrational.

- Rochelle Rayan
BA. (ffons) Economics, 1 Year
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“Fo quote Jordan Peterson, “An Economy runs on trust and faith”, and the responsibility ol maintaining

1t lies on the economic agenls like government(state), policymakers, cconomists running corporations
and common people in general. A crisis comes into being cither due Lo gross mismanagemicnt of
ceonomic fundamentals or due to asymmetric information with economic agents that ends up making
the economic scenario blurred.

CRISIS inany economy is a consequence of bad economic decisions taken with the lack o Cmoral valucs
and ethics, What lics at the core of the problem is a corrupt, deceitful and sometitnes Talse behavious
exlibited by cconomic agents which is forped by vested self interests. Lack ol moral values and cthics
proniotes ill economic activitics like hoarding, black marketing, rent seeking, money laundering and
risky activities like excessive speculation, At the bottom of all this are “individuals, who can be you, me
o some-one faking key policy decisions from the comforls of his conveniently distant government
office.”

The wurld economy could have avoided the Global Financial Crisis of 2008 if cconomic policymakers
an government payroll had done their duc diligence while regulating US financial markets, if Credit
Rating agencics headed by top economists would have given the correct ratings 1o junk securitics which
spiralled up the entire boom, which, in tum, ultimately led 1o the bursting of an assct price bubble. 1f
those in power had done iheir duty faithfully by upholding ethicaf behaviour, then it could have been
possible to save millions tron homelessness, unemployment, poverty and turmoit.

Swnilarly, vote bank politics often gets blended in ceonomic decisions and policies so much that {ater
the whole economy has to pay a huge price for the wrongs of pelicymakers. Itnot only cripples the fiscal
policy through huge deficits but in general afso imposces a large burden on future taxpayers, Such a
scenatio led to the inancial erisis in Greece imposing a huge burden o the masses and currently, the
Venezuclan ceonomny is facing the tol] of such unethical economics Ieading to a hyperinflation of more
than 1000% and & humanitarian crisis mavked by a shertage of cssential commeoditics.

So, where lies the solution?

The Invisible Hand works more efficiently when inlerests of u few do nol undermine the interests of all
others. L is rightly said “1t is better to be a nnan dissatisficd rather than an animal satisfied.” For
waniing to be of any real service as an Feonomist, onc needs a conscience, ethical and maral eonduct,
Good ethics can lead o prudent decisions irrcspective of the situation, so that even the poor or
unemployed can be given a Hife of dignity.

0, the real burden lies on the shoulders of future leaders, economists and policymakers, 1 would say
building characiers will build nations that are capable of providing a decent standard of living ro alf and
eradicale mosi economic problems. We, the people, students, teachers and everyone else have 1o take
this responsibility and strive forward to not sacrifice our moral valucs [or our vested interests whenever
ihere is a conflict of inlerestin the future. Thus, good economics certainly centres around good ethics.

- Tushuar Deshwal

B.A, (Honust Ecoromics, JIT ¥Yeor




MAN-MADE WORIL.D

Moon gleaming on the windows
of high skyscrapers,
Sun shining hard
loving the solar pangls,
Buildimgs kissed skics at night
whian no one Sees,
Man may not love you nature
But man-made world loves thee,
- Soham Jain
R.A. (Hons) English, 11 Year
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RUBY THROATED

I wonder! which colour do T hald to people?
Like the moon with the shream
Tike the fireflies with the twilight
People with their glory;
Facte away with the morning shine!
But to the spines you walk
[t the yard of gravel and honey
There are roses of topaz thal bloom!
And a note 10 inner me
[.ike the church bell ringing in the distance
Aiunidst the lovely woods; dark and deep
You will come more 1o sell-rcalizalion
O With utter solitude and deep peace.
Alone! On the torrace you stand
Incomplete you nught seem
Aanidat the brutal storm and swallowing stream.
Rul, Dear!
Incomplete is just 4 perception to hiunan eyes
When you will not crave tor their hands anyvmore
All rough and sweet!
Along with you, just the silent yells!
Yells of the promise vou made Lo the ruby throated bird 1 you.

- Akansha Gulati
B.A. (Hons) Keonomics, Ist Year
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WHATEVER HAPPENS ISN'T ALWAYS FOR T

Sszahhhh. ..

Beck's conbinuous shushing volce starts fo irmitate
gveryone but we know thal we have o shul up, So, weall
shushed.

These passersby always interry the onby guality lirae
we ol to spend with cach other, We, plants, can't show
any kind of movement otherwize these humans will
freak out, And, the result will be that we will et
separated from each other After those passershy left,
Beck, then suddenfy shouls with such joyous spirit,
"BMumma, sing us a lullaby". Marian's songs arc the best
part of cur nights and are so deep and meaningful and
Just indeseribable. Then, dew starts forming on Marian®s
body, she always snies belore singing.,

Just shrugging all the tears of her body, she starts o sing.
The moment we hear hor soft vowee, we all get cold
shivers tili the ends of our roots, When she stops, we all
have dews on owr leaves, Beck is 50 innocent thal he
always smibtes and doesn't kpow the hidden meaning

us, we are 50 happy and overjoyed during nights as we
gette express ourselves without any fear of being caught
but as the time passes and the morming comes, we all
BENEXTY

Nexl mornig, normal routines o moming walks and

*

» L N )
AR X AR R

Poexercises start and we stay like rock just showang a little
fmowvement along with a gust o wind bul also having a
i pounding fear as who's turn is tt going to be today?

i Then, oul of nowhere, a middle-aged man comes
L strolling towards Beck and plucks all the blooming
D lowers from his body, While, heis offering those Aowers
! 1o his better half and making her happy, we all are crying,
- dew on Marian's hody is forming with such a pace, her £

i budy shakes so hard when she cnies HH Ihere ane no ears ‘.'

: left to shed. That man has no idea what he just did, he just 25

! stole Beck's hearing power, he won't ever be able to b33,
i listen 1o his mom's lullabies, X
i 1 go through this pain each and every day, sometimes &
! more than onee in aday and whoam I7 lam also a vietim
E justlike Becek, who lost his speaking abilily on a dreadful
i day, Just likc loday, just like cveryday.

Anwd whal happens now? We imourn the loss and during
nights, prelend to be happy and apain there is repoiition #85
E ofthis the next day. B

7 -0 3 . . i 1 T - " - ' ' [
behind everyone's tears. [Uhas become a rouling for all of | Just for selt-safisfaction purposes, maintaining balance

of eme's needs, living beings forget that non-'TIVING'
fbeinps alse have a word 'LIVING' for thetr existence in

: this world,
bootne silent as dead and always wonder WHO WILL

1

Baniana Kauar i
R. 8¢, (Uons.) Batany [l vear

EXPERIENCES OF STUDYING PHYSICS AT KHALSA COLLEGE

One of the most interesting stages that fife gives you is
the opportunities to explore the 'coltege phase', Life at
college is the wme when the eerge veurs end and we all
dive deep info the occan of new beginnings. This golden
periad equips you for all the challenges you will {ace in
life and creates astrong foundation of knowledpe,

My experience at Khalsa College so far has taughl me
ong fundamental thing - life is unpredictable. [t might be
good, it might be bad, 1t might be weird and it mtght not

I folt practicals are difficull but after joining Khalsa ‘;

Coilege I started liking practicals as our teachers explain §¢
the procedures so well. One needs (o be 4 lttle attentive
and concentrate on the subjeet and cverything can be
understood easily,

The laboratory staff is also vory pood, they provide us §

with all the equipments and help us with our 8%
i

expetiments. Theories appear horing but our teachers
try their best 1o make them interesting and their efforts 15

interest vou hut expect anything 1o happen. Tuis a perfect
blend of joy and hardship especially when you have a
subject like Physics. You meet different people, you
interact wilh thern, and you leam about their cultures
and grow as a person, You wall understand how to talk to

also bring good resulls in that we ail have slarted having %ﬁ,:»
interest in the theories, | try my best from my side and }535‘!
weork hard so [ get good marks. Se just like 1 am proud o 5Z

have such preal leachers, same way 1 want my ';gi‘:a
professors 10 be proud of me. In College we meet so F_ka{?

different people. how to judpe their behavior, thus
helping you with important life skills. 1 am glad 1o get
the opporlunily o study Physics from ome of the best
departments of Khalsa College and o get my degres
from such prestigious college. We are lucky to have very
talented teachers st Khalsa, They have a very {eiendly
approach which results in move interest towards the
subjeet, and makes us understand difficult topics in the
subject with casc. I never iked practical much, because

T111 | THE TEGH
S

T

many people, some motivate you, some put yvou down, 1
but Tam blessed to have such good classmates al Khalsa
College. People try 1o advise that you need to study only §
through your school years and chill during the coliege &
life, but that ism't true, :

Another lifc lesson you will romember - that learning ¥
nevarends,

Inderjeet Singh
sical Sciences IT year i3




FIREFLY PLANTS
‘An invention has fo make sense in the world it finishes in,
Not in the world it started.’
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Christmas trees with their beautifud lighis briphten up
the streets, don't they? What 1f vou could enjoy i
mesmerising site every day, This dream has been made
pussible by 4 breakthrosgh discovery by the cxperts in
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (M1,
38 Cambridee, Unated States of America, Yes! roads of the

sircettamps. This was done when (hese scigntisis
injecied nanoparticles in the leaves of watercress plant
which produccd a dim light for around four hours, This
fire:[y like light was cnough o read a book,

A compound present in fireflies which produces its

- characienistic glow called fuciferase, was used in the
i experiment. [n this process, luciferin is converted to
i oxyluciferin, During this reaction most of the energy
©pets efliciently converted o light. Another molecule,
: galled co-enzyinte A helps in the reaction by removing

. the nanoparticles were packaged and through cartices

future could be lit by glowing trees instead of |

the by-product whiel coutd imhibil buciferase activity.,
[ 15 tnteresting 1 know that this was discovered when

woers aken to the night localion, The aim of the
researchers was to illuminate a workplace, entire street
and low inlensity indoor lightening, This could be the
most inovative project in the field of science whete
plants would emit light by their owp metabolic energy.
This may cven be extended o animals as well as
humans. Who knows that in futere, mayvbe organelles
like chloroplast could also be added and then soon each
individual whether plart or ammal will be able w0
produce it's own foad. The future generations may have
a more innovalive approach 1o challenge the 'Science of
Living Organisms’ and make this currently impossible
process possible,

Wilh such invenlions, noluny seems beyond the boands
of possibility!

Misha Garg and Shrivanshi Aprawal
B. Sc. (Hons.) Botawy III Year
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DIABETES

Diahetes is a condition where the level of glucose in the blood is very high. Diabetes develops when cur body doesn't
produce enough insulin, or s unahle Lo use it properly, Digestion of all food that we consume produces glucose that is
carried to all the cells of the bady, to be used as fuel. The regubation of blood glucose levels 13 by hormone insuling
produced in pancreas. India is the 'Diabetes capital of the World' wilh over 72 million diabetics in 2087, a figure

expected to almost doubic to 134 mitlion by 2030

g i Risk factors
gﬁﬁi | L [ [ 1 ]
SR Lack of History of
ix | Family histary Unhealthy diet Ohexity Striss . gestatinnal
3 CXErCise :
diabetes

Types of dizbetes:
‘Type 1 diabetes: [Lis also known as juvenile diabetes and is usually dingnosed it children and young adults. The

body does net produce insulin and patients require therapy for blood glucose control, !;ﬁ‘;
Type 2 diabetes: 1t is commonly diagnosed in adults. In this, either the hody does not produce cnough insubin or the

cells cannot etfectively utilize it

Possible complications
Orver Lite, diabetes can cause severe damape!
+ Diabetic neuropathy: Nerve damage in

Extremo
fatipns

Inereased

the feet Jeading to fool uwleers and in nrination §
exlreme cases, [imb removal, s
g
¢ Disbetie retinopathy: Damage to small E:-.—J
blood vesscls in the reling, leading to ey

13

%,

P

e

problems in the eyesight, may resull in
blindness.

v Diabetic nephropathy; Damage to small
bload vessels in the kidney, fcading to
kidney failure.

+ Complications of heart: Diabetes
accelerates thickening of large blood
vessel walls and hardening ol arlerics
(atheresclerosis) due to buildup of [at and
cholestersl deposits, This results in
coronary hearl disease, peripheral arte el discase und cerebrovagcular discase, causing stroke,

pain, numbness or 1ingling in the hands,

ity

Symptons

o The nerves: Damape to nerves can result in foss of sengation,
legs and feel, Norve damage may affect penis. cauging impotlence,
Management

et plays & Key role in the managemenl
(carbohydrates, fats and proteins) shoutd be regulated to prevent fluctuations in blood

- Avoid missing meats or overealing,
- Include fibve rich foads (whole grains, raw {ruits and vepetables)to conirol highblood glucose levels.

- Preferably take steamed, baked, hoiled preparations inslead of {tiad [oods.

of diabetes with medicalion or insulin. The amount of food intake
alucose levels,

emamm--mar-=--ETTSEERTTITCTTSoRssn-aasas




Prevention through simiple lifestyle management
Getyourself reviewed every year in casc your father,
moher, brother/sister have diabetes.

Monitor blood glucose, blood pressure and blood
cholesterol.

Hat healthy diet, restricling sugar and trans-lals.
Achieve and maintain kealthy body weight.

Be physically active {(walking, jogging, climbing
slairs, dancimg, and swimining).

Manage stress by ecxcreise and meditation,

Avoid tobaccouse  smoking increases the risk.

It diagnosed with diabetes, get screened and treated
forretinopathy, early signs ol diabetes-related kidney
disease. Treatment and care for feet is esseutial.
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Dr., {Ms.) Inderject Scthi
Asspciate Professor (Retd.)
Depariment of Botany
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LIFE IN KHALSA

Engincering was the priority,
Physics bachelor's was an option.
That option look me on a different path,
When priority became an oplion,
And option toak me 1o the Khalsa, (1)

(me thing I analysed!
For others,
The main gatc opposite to Mansarovar,
But for me il was,
Whete my Gursat on his throne.
: Anhad gave ine peace,
Became a Khalsite with dreams in cyes, : Gatka became my strength, (4)
That dream introduced me, :
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To the teachers | gof,

To the fellas [ met.
Some from. the Jannat,
Some souls from the Maths,
Physics people always 1 foved,
Where leachers supported,
Like & [rend ! (2)

Some souls can never be forpotien,
Egnistic, | don't remember!
Some foved as heaven,
Maybe some haled like g hell,
3ur My love,

Always wilth both people T had. (3)

ettt R R L L L T T L

Canteen was always a gossip place,
BBC was a lifcline!

Fonr some 1t was the foothall yard,
For some it was pitch and three stumps,
Stairease I suw as a lovet's point,
Where soulmates discuss their Jile. (5)

Whatcver 1 got! Thal was heaven for me,
Writing this poem with the srace,
g For thanking alt Klhalsites,
- Because 1t's last year which has come 1o an end, (6)

Caarmeel Singh

B. 5c. (Hons,) Physies [ year 3




INTERNET OF THINGS: WHAT 5 THE BUZZ ABOUT IT"I

Iron Manand 10T

Anybody who hag watched [ron Man movies wuuld
love fo have a virtual assistant who takes carc of all your
chores, from making your morning coffee (o fsRisting
you in your garage. If you are also a fan of Jarvis,
Seichee has pood news for youl 'luns oul, we are still
expleiting what could bring a new revolution in the ares

of internet. Anything that can be connected will he

conttecied. That's internet of things for you,

10’ T-Just a Concept, vot Technology
Contrary to popular belief, [0T is nola new technology.

it i3 just a now concept, an tdea of every physical device :

heing connceted over internct, Just like controlling your
rootn temperature by your phone, It's "things talking to
other things',

Scopeof WYL

We have alrcady started seeing 107 changing the way
we interact with technology. From smart waiches and
fitness bands Lo connected transport, it is ald over the

place. Above all, it has starled the fourth industrial

revolution referred to as Industry 4.0, Data exchange |

between different machines has been more efficient than
ever, giving a boost to the current trend of automation.

Smart factories have insanely inereascd the effliciency ol
production, As a result, comparnies arc pumping all their

resources to secure their domination in dus field.
Microsoft, for example, has laupched FarmbBeat' which
integrates sensor data with Artificial Intelligence (Al to
boost agricultural productivity in regions of Ceniral

Ammerica atd Asia. 1n a nutshell, 10T has done to the

hardware what social media did 1o humans. When

corbined with Al il opens (he gates which we never 5

thought exisled.

10 T-leading (o uncmployment?
Belore pondering over whether 10T will lead to
wnempioyment or not, we need to keep this in mind-tech

revolutions don't kill employment, they justkill the jobs.
And obviously, they favor the people with gkills.
. Computer spreadsheets, for example, took jobs from
book keepers but also created jobs for computer
operatars, Sirnilay results are being anticipated by the
hoom of LOT, According to a new market rescarch
entitled, *Ihe TFuture of Hmployment' by Oxford
University. acadetnics Carl Benedikt Frey and Michacl
Oshome, 47% ol the current jobs are going o end m len
vials, Howewer, according 1o another research by
Markets and Markets, T0OT market is poing (o grow from
1760 b in 2018 o 561.04 bn in 2020 with a compound
aniual growth rae of 26.8% leading to a huge inerease
it jobs in robotic maintenance, remole diagnostics and
analytics expertise, This will counter the job loss by the
cmergence of 10T, buf these jobs require high level of
techaical skitls. As a result, while 10T rings a pool of
opportunitics to the skilled workers, low qualified
workers arc tikely 10 suffer from the burns of 'vost
culling' as their jobs can easily be automated.

Challenges to IOT

The most significant challenge for the 107 is about
security and privacy. Inereasing the number of
connected devices also increases the risk ofexploitation
of securily vulnerability, Poor hardware design can
lcave data streams unprolected exposing user data to
theft, Also, devices with vojce recognizance can
continuously listen Lo the customer's conversations anid
seletively send data to the cloud for processing by third
partics,

Apart from this, the lack of standards and documented
bost practices is alse limiting the potential of IOF.
Without standard guidelines, developers can design
devices (hat can operate in uncxpected ways over the
internet without much regard o the consequences, This,
in some cases can put people’s health and safety atrisk.

Tarun Thakur
B. 5¢. (Hons.) Klecironics HIT Year
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We see a wide variely of things happening around us and
as huthans we try to understand them by catcporizing
them. It is our tendency 1o make sensc out ol disorder
that we have come up with the basic faws of physics.
With he help of thesc basic laws we can expand,
discover and understand variows natural phenomena.
One of our oldest curiosities has been about the wonders
of the sky. Since carly times, light has been used as a
medium to stady the heavenly bodics. Bul not su in the
case of black heles.  As the name suggests, these
massive gravilating bodies even suck light in heir
vicinity making themselves completely andetectable
oplically. Tt is for the remedy of this problem that the
concept of a Laser Interlerometer Gravitational-wave
Observatory (LIGO) was put forward, Unlike most
observatonies, LIGO does not collest cloctromagnetic
rachiations such as light but il gathers gravitational
wives, The idea of LIGO was put forward in 1960 by
Joseph Weber at the University of Maryland. He put
[irward the idea of using aluminium cylinders vibiating,
in response (o the waves passing through them, But it
was tn 1980 Lhat the 1J8 Nationat Scicnee Foundation
{N5F) funded a 40 meter prototype Tor LIGO, In 1990,
the National Scienee Board spproved the construction
ol LIGO, which was finished in 1997, Howewer, the
study of black heles had a breakthrough on September
14, 2015 when LIGO detected gravitational waves
cimerging from Lwo black holes circulaling esch other
and coming closer and closer until they finally collided
and merped to ereate an even more massive black hole.
The ability to dircelly detect gravitational waves wiich
arc pencraled by the accelevalion or deccleration of
massive objects in spacc- gives humanity Lhe ability to
see the universe in g wlally new way. Until now, we've
been deallo pravitational waves, We know that studying
the sky i different wavelengths of light can reveal now
data about the cosmos. Rescarchers buill instruments
allowing them 1o study the universe using X-rays, radio
waves, ullraviolet waves and gamma-rays. In the same
way, gravitational waves have the polential 1o show
scientists some entircly now [eatures of cosmic ohjects.
1f we're ever hucky enough to have a supernova in our
owil palaiy, ormaybe inancarby galaxy, we will be able

1o lonk at the actual dynamics of what poes on inside the
superniova because gravitational waves come right out
of the supernova boldly unimpeded, Az a conseguence,
we find out what's going on inside these things. Other
exotic objects scientists hope to siudy with gravitaional
waves are neutron stars, which are extremeiy dense,
Furned-out stellar compses; gravitational waves could
provide extremely heipful clues, because these waves
would hopefully carry information about the interior of
ithe neutron star.
Even more astonisting discoveries will follow when
[IGO works with light-based telescopes and
obscrvatories. Wilh the help of these telescopes we can
see! the universe and with LIGO we can 'hemr it and a
more coherent picture of the universe will be available
forus where we ean both see and hear it.

Diaksh

B. Sc, (Hons.) Physics 1 veur
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HARRY POTTER AND BOTANY

Have you ever wondered what is the reason for selecting this tithe, beeause in your mind you

may have the perception thar Harry Polter is intercsting whereas Botany isn't? But bust me 1K,

Rowhing's work is influenced by the subject, especially in case of polions classes, Professor Severus

Strape, the potions master in his very first class mentions the book 'One Thousand Magical Herbs and Fungi.

Now e give you a perspeetive of our course we have a full subject dedicated to Mycology i.e. fungal stedies and we
learn about all sorts of fungs ranging from harmful Ergoet of Rye (Claviceps purpurea) tw useful ones like ediMe
mushrooms (Agaricus campesiris). As forherbs we have Ceonomic Botany, a subject that tells you a lot about herbs,
shrubs and trees and their economic importance to mankind. For cxample Neem (Azadirachia indica) s w mid-sized
trec with immense medicinal importance. It helps in fungal infeetions and is a naturat mosquito repellent. Rave you
ever wondered why is it that Neem 15 so unique and not every plant is7 [Cs where eeflular biology plays a very crucial
role. Azadirachiin, a chemical substance, is mostly found in leaves and young stems and to understand it's
oceurrence in the plant a siudy of anatomy of the plant is essential. Botany is so usefud o mankind and is almost spell
binding, just like magic. Another mention of Botany in Hany Potter is when during the time of Chamber of seerets,
students get petrificd, and the Herbology teacher Professor Sprout prepares the remedy using a magical plant
Mandrakes. Then in Hary's sixth year Professor Horaee Slughorn uses basil leafto check the cortectness of magica
potions. Rowling also mentions Sopophorus beans, another magical plant, which induecs sleep and are look-a-like
of coffee beans (Coffea arabica) which actually prevents sleep. Hence, we can conelude that Hlarry Polier i
influenced by this wonderlal subject known as Botany.

Meher Gugnani
B. 8¢, (Hons.) Botany H year
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MULTIVERSE AND PARALLEL UNIVERSES

Understanding the difference between multiverse and parallel universe is the basic key ol shaping our knowledge of
universe. While muny of us confuse one tenm with the ather, in reality the latter is the subset of the former. The
different universes within the mnltiverse are called the pavallel imiverses ar offrer universes or alteraative universes.
While multiverse is 2 concept that arises from something as basic as second law ol thermodynamics, parallel
utiverses are one of the theoretical interpretation of quantum mechanics {QM),

To understand multiverse we must first learn a hitle about thermodynamics. Beginning with 'eniropy' Le. (he
randemness or chaos of some system, Austrian physicist Ludwig Boltaimann said that entropy is the number of ways
we can rearrange the number of constiluents i a system that you don't netice, So, this explains the second law of
thermodynamics that entropy increases in some isolated bit of universe because there many more ways to be high
entropy than low entropy. This is also what explains the arrow of time i.c. why you remember past and not future
because entropy tn past was lower then it will be in future, But (s stalement that entropy increases is a 'probabilistic
Statement', as there may exist an isolated system where it attains a state of lower entropy or bedter, there may exist
anather universe where entropy will deercase in fnture. This universe is multiverse. So, one can say that multiverse
are isolated, non-interacting and co-existing universes, May be there is a universe where only antimatter is found, a
universe with only Hydrogen atoms, a universe with complete vacuum and
My MAOTE.

Mew, coming back to parallel universe and OM which desiroys the
concepl of determimism. Let's understand this with a simple
gxperiment. Suppose that there is a red and a Blue ball mside two
dilferent boxes and you don't know which box has which ball, 1fyou
‘observe’ a box, the ball inside it ts both red and blue simultaneously,

this is known as Quantum superposition. As you open the hox, the
universe splits into two different universes, one in which the hall

was foumd o be red and in another where the ball was found 1o be

blue. This is [tom where the concept o Paralle] universes arises, The
{ollywood movie 'Coherence' can pive a better insight on this lopic,
Saurabh Jain

B. 5¢. (Hons,) Physics I1 Year

Taranpreet Kaur

B. 5¢, (Hons.) Zoology I Year




A wise person very righthv said,

: Wothing in natwre lives for ifvelf

i Rivers don? drink their own warer

I Trees doit't cat their own food

: Sun doesa’t give hear for fself
Flowers don't spread fragrance for themselves
Livingr for others is the vule of noture!”

eI,

In the wake of population cutburst, man had to work

blindly to weet his nceds. Whilst concentrating an
quantity, quality was compromised. A clasgic example |
of tlus was the shift from organic 16 chemical fanning,
This decision proved 1o be hazardous as, though !
chemical farming did increase the yield significantly but
i adversely affccted the environment ~ goil tost their |
fartitity, water bodies were left contaminated due 1o
runoff from fields, more soil was croded and |

; biodiversity was affected badly.

_ Organic farming is a holistic production management |
systerm (hal involves growing and nurturing crops
without the use of synthetic fertilizers and pesticides |
which thereby promotes and enhances agro-ccosysiem
health, including biodiversity, biological cycles and soil |
hinlogical activily. [t encompasses crop rotation, use of
green manures, biological pest control, compost, ;

ey

However, humans in this era of rapid industiialization |
and development have lostiheir humanity, their cssence.
Where on onge hand Mother Nature selflessly bestows
upon man it's pifts, man never fails te expleit them in

* L,
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i - ORGANIC FARMING

. maintenanee of crop diversity, proper soil management,
weed management and livestock. Chemical-tree food of
: degradablc nature maintains soil structure and tertility
ihereby helping to incrcase soil's nutrient holding capacily
fand less cost along with easy local production. Organic
| farming proves to be a remarkable and more beneficial
{ method of farming as it provides the following diugram

representing the advantages of various organic fertilizers
like muleh, peat moss and vermtcomiposl.
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On the other hand, chemical fertilizers like wrea and
NP are net only haemful to the soil in the long run but
also to water bodies like rivers, ponds and o the
organisms residing in them. In addition to prometing
the growth of crops, they also promole the growth of
weeds Lhereby adding to the cost of herbicides and
thereby to the tutal cost of produetion,

Owing to 1% suslainability and ceo-friendly nature,
orpanic tarming is evidently and undoubtedly a wiser
method ol [arming, Therefore, heing a part of a
responsible, concerned and proactive sociely who
can Torcsee and understand lhe calamities that
may befall the environment and the world as a
whole, if organic farming is not favored over
chemical farming, cveryone should spread
awarencss about the need to switch to organic
farming and hence look after our environment and
fulure generalions.

Pravneet Kaur
B. 8c. (Prog.) Lite Sciences Il year




BECAUSE PLANTS ALSO SPEAK

That beauliful colours of lilies, and their sipnificance
uf peace,

That fragrance of roses, and thewr significance of love,
‘That blooming of lotus, and its sipnificance of being
atrong.

All these imply that plants alsa speak,

Mot i the same way as humans do but with some

ynigueness of their presence, just sit with them for &
while and feel the nature's ¢ascne,

Peace of mind, soothening of soul;
Al can be found, if you speak to them,
Just allow yourself to walk inta, as if it 15 the Garden
ol Eden,

This s something we all could admire;
just actually listen to them is all what they desire.

And ali your tnner chaos can be sneak;
Because plants also speak.

L J——
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KNOW YOUR CAMPus_'- il

:  MEDICINAL VALUE OF WITHA NIA

AND ANDROGRAPHIS: o

In the Botanical Garden of our .;;r;.uege bqth -'W“fhama o |
| and Andrographis plants arc grown. , PR

| Withania somnifera also known..as Ashwugandlm,
| Indian ginseng has innumerable medicinal yses: It
: belongs to the family Sefanacece and is & shrub with
| yellow flowcrs. Its roots, leaves and fruits are used for
i medicinal purposes. Tt is cultivaied in dry parts of
. subtropical states and is considered as the moslL -
| important herb in ayurveds and unani system.
Ashwagandha is sedative and diuretic with rejuvenative . .
| properties. If is primarily used in neurological disorders

| as it is anti-anxiety, anii-stress drug,. It erases insomnia =~
. and eases stress level. 1t boosts up memory, immunily
: and haemoglobin count in blood. It lowers blood
i pressure and cholesterol levels thus reducing the risk of
¢ heart related disorders. Its anti-ecancerous cffect helpsto -

- kill majority of umor causing cells, Tt helps in. .
| maintaining overall reproductive health. Precautions to .-
| be taken and over dose should be avoided as it could . <

| upsetstomach. 1t should be avoided by pregnant women:
Ravdeep Kaur | . . . .
Andmgmph:spanmcu{aralsmmm{}nlykn_nwnas King ..
B. Sc. (Hons.) Botany Il year | of bitters' or 'Kalmegh'. The genus Andrographis s a.~ -

| member of Acanthacese family, The leaves, roots and -

i the whole plant have been wsed in traditional medlclne

i Ilis of great medicinal importance - i
« Anti-microbial - It shows activity agamst bacterla -

viruses, parasites, fungi and protozoa.

+ It reduces symptoms of commorn celd 'inc".ludilig

headaches, cough, feverand fatigoe,

»  Anti-inflammatory - It reduces inflammation of. -

Upperrespiratory tract, lonsils and pharynx

»  Guttreatment - cures acute dysentery, gastroenteritis,
i bowel diseases and increases intestinal dlgeshcm and %

absorption.

«  Anti-cancerous -It fights agamst various mmouﬁ
i Andrographolide incrcases cymt;:bxlc aetmty af -

WIBCs against cancer cells,

+ Arthritis - suppresses Rheumatoid: arthrltas factors \

and reduces swollen joints.

» It increases skin collagen confents, prwants agemg '

and alzo helps to prevent liver cirrhosis.

Priyamvyada Katyayam and Anushka Smgh

" B, Sc, {ng) Llfe Smences ll"' éar. ¥
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l.ike human beings, plants also inferact with one

anolher, Barlier it was called fantssy, but reality of |

interplant communications 8 now becoming an
accepted part of mamsiteam science. Abthough they
can't move per se, but are able fo send signals to onc
ancther thus formming a web, The overall inler-related
comnections t.e, between soil and roots underground
form a network which is being termed as, ' THE WOOD
WIDEWEB'.

such interactions help the plant w many ways. viz. ifa
plant s attacked by any fungal, viral or insect, it would
be able to gencrate cortain signals which are agatnst a
particular attacker and send these signals to their
neighbaoring plant, se that they also would able to
generate the defense mechanism. In olher words it is the
transport of the minerals, nutrients, and water from one
phant to another. The association of fungi willt the plant
tools 15 well explained as smee adult trees can share
sugars with younger trees, sick trees can send their
remaining resources back into the network for others, as
they can communicate with each ather about dangers
like inseet infestation. In such an assoctation, balh the
participants get henefitted.

Also further stedies have shown how plants harness
microbes in sob to got nutricnts, The process that could
be cxploited 1o boost erop growth, fight weeds and slash
the use of polluting fertilizers and herbicides 15 known
as the Rhizophagy Cyele,

121 [THE TEGH
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WORLD WIDE WOOD WEB

Bacterta and {ungi cyele between a free-living phase in
the soil and a plant-dependent phase within the cells of
plant roots. Microbes obtain nutrients (mitrogen and
minerals) in soil and nutrients extracted from microbes
i the cclls of plant roots. Researches aimed at
combaling  Pheagmites ausiralis, a tall invasive reed
tound in wetlands in New Jersey, led 1o a study
published in MICROORGANISM. Accarding to
White, plants cultivate essentially farm-microbes
around rool lips by secroling sugars, protein, and
vitanins. "Fhe microbes grow and then enter ihe roots
through their tips, where cells are actively dividing and
possess thin walls, The microbes lose their cell walls,
became trapped in plant cells and are hit by reactive
oxyeen (supcroxide). These will breakdown some of
microbial cells thereby releasing their nutrients. The
shrviving microbes will inhibit root hair [onnation, and
s plants would retain their hair at growing tips where
the hair cell wall is soft and the micrebes will reform
thedr eel] walls,

Underground associations are not always beneficial,
some can be disadvantageous too, One such example is
ol waltts trees where Lhere is production of juglone, a
Loxin transported via mycelianetwork. In recent studies,
the aftfect of the parasilic planl Dodder an the two host
plants viz. Arabidopsis and Lycopersicon esculentim
has shown thal messenger ENAC s Iransferred between
the two species on a massive scale. Since RNA acts as a
translator of information from DNA of an
organism, iLis possible that a parasitic
plant may be piving orders 1o it's
Wictim', to weaken its defenscs,
while the host mighi be delivering

4 rOSPOLISL.
The underzround interactions
need 1o be understood because
the soil ix one quarter of all the
biadiversity on carth on which

human survival is hased.

Gragandeep Kaur and Isha Kaur
I. 8¢, (Hons,) Botany 1 year
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WHOLE NUMBERS AVENUE
REAL NUMBERS CITY

COURT NO. 1729
THE SUPREME COURT OF JUSTICE
ARREST WARRANT: ISNUED IN THE NAME OF ZERO

R T TR

STUDENTS OF MATHS (HONS. }
(PETITIONER)

YERSUS
ZERO
(RESPONDENT)

DATED: 0171042020
FOUND GUILTY UNDER THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS DUE TO CHARGES AS MINTIONED:
1) SectionF43/XYW/E% Articke No. 269 BC

Due to Prolonged conflict with DIVIDENDS (Contact Mo, XXX X571:== 2/ 5 not defined), Set of Real
Matrices M(2,R) cannot form a group with respect to multiplication. Therefore a new class of Matrices
haz been defined in GROUP THEORY named as GL{Z,10) which is 2 refined sct ol real matrices for
which determinant of the malrix does not vamish,

2.) ERSONANON GRATA:
HIGHER ORDER DERIVATIVES Test of MAXIMA - MINIMA fails whenever you come into picture
{i.e. Test tails at zera)

1) Section] 3 VKMSSACTNO.AJL 44
DUAL and MISLEADING PERSONALITY in the colony of INTEGERS, Being neither positive nor
negative hutto the extreme contrary: youare both non negative & not positive simultaneously.

4,3 INJURIASINEDAMNUNACT:
DOUBLE CROSSING the two enemies: Mr ADRDITION (a+0=a) and Mr. SUBTRACTION (- 0=2a).

53 Allegations by MULTIPLICATION:

As you engulf whatever is multiplied with you (ax 0 = 0). So under judicial consideration... the kss of
assets must be compensated.

LW BB v om om0 W WM O BN BN BN RO BBk oamoarmEWWWT In

P e EroPF BT T O FE BN DG BN B O BN B @ M Om

Aller enraging the World of MATHEMATICS you're associated with guilt state of mind. Failure to

resolve this matter will leave you liable to amrest without further notice. Swrender vourself or we are

foreed to accept you as the most mischicvous clement o which the complete basis of MATHEMATICS
relies.

NOTE: All the sections and articles mentioned are fictitious & hold no relevance in confext of INDIAN LAW.

Jdaspreet Kany

B. Sc. (Hons. ) Maths 11 yeur
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We call ourselves the Millennial- the generation of
advancement, progiess, and modernisation. However, 1l
is also the gencration of anxiety and depressiont
Siatistics show that second most common cause ol death
all yound the world is suicide and these swcides are
mostly dueto severe depression. Despite being aware of
all (his, our society is not quite voea) about mental health
as it should be. Mental health is a sensitive issue and
there is & need to gencrafe Mass awureness

ahout it,

Reasons of depression amengst the
students of our ape are infinite. We have
always been overburdened with the
perfectionist streak. It has always
heen instilled in our mind that we
need to excel, We need to meet the
high beauty standards of the sociely
and amidst all this, we tend (o lose
ourselves. We start developing low
self-esleem. We slart compating I‘\\‘"
ourselves with others, we feel judged all

{he times. We gel entangled with anxiety,
depression, ealing disorders and have ne one
Lo discuss all these 155U¢s.

Who is 1o be blamed for all this? No, it is not the social
media. Scapegoating- the social media for everything 1s

rather an escape for everyone who is not ready to aceept
reality. The fault lics in our thought process. Yes, social
media may pose a bad influence on people but what
mattets is how we sec ourselves, There shouldn't be a
need for acceptance by our Instagram followers when

you can seek gralification in your own self, Bemng !

content in what we have, how we ook and what we do is
mot: inpottant.

So, what's the solution for this? Filters! Filter

out all the negative people and negative

{houghls from vour tife. Focus on what

makes you happy. Try to be your own

should seek is of your own self, Look
out for cach othct, communicale
with cach other. Collgges, schools,
offices can organize various leclures
by eminent speakers and have
tnteractive sessions. Truth is no ane

improvement and that is what we should
strive for,

Radhika Sehygal

B, Sc. (Hons.} Zoology I Year

policymakers. The only approval you

iy perfect and no one ever will be.
There will always be a scope of

BIZARRE BUG- SCORPION FLY

Docs it secm to you & work of some fanatic genetic
engincer whe produced a sample of inler-generic
reproduction, by sticking the sting of a scorpion on 4
wasp's body? You are learning and once again, naturc is
the protagonist here. Scorpion-flies or Mecoplera

arc rare inscets with 300 species found all
aver the world. Their favourite restdences
are in hunid, temperate and subtropical
regions, With a diversc life cycle that
includes an egg, larva, pupa, and
adult stage, these flies are belicved to

he the forerunners of most of our
madern moths and butterflics.

Now, ate thosc stings really
poisonous? To our astonishment. the
answer 1s 'NQ'. They serve the
analogows purpose ol assisting
reproduction. Yos, they are the male genitalia
and so fernales lack them, obviously!!

S0, what's 50 sirange aboul them that you arc being

made to read such an article on insects? The reason lies
in their weird behaviour, Snow scorpion-flies are
fabulously adapted to cold conditions, You can judge
their wonderful adaptation by sccing their homes whicl)

are located on snow and ice surface. Further,
these Aics are so sensitive Lo heat that they
die when exposed to the minimal heat of

a human hand!

(Girls admire guys who bring gifts for
them-it's a universal fact, This holds
frae for the female scorpion-flies
tvo, who only entertain those

g | suitots who bring prey as presents
] tor thewn. And then see the tricks of
these little devils- the male ones
sommetimes mimic females (o secuve 4
rec meal! Anything tor the sake ol the
stownaeh, isn'tit?
Eva Shukla
B. 5¢. {Hons,) Zoology 1l Year
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wWhat if we never had (his beautitul sense of sight? The
blinds have never seen this colourful world hence their
Jreams also are just sound based. What if in the course of
cvotution the humanity had ncver got those :
photore ception organs? We would have never been able
1o discover these lipht spectrums, planets, galaxies,
oreanistis or maybe #ll our discoveries would be just

hearing or smell-hased. Cur lives would then be much
like other sight-fess creatures such as Star Nose Mols,
Ol or a Blind albino cave crab, Then, the world (o us
would be ruch tinier and limited.

Similarily, what if we are lacking a scnsc which is
kecping us far fronm a whole new world? What if the
aliens we are searching 1or do nol come under the span
of our senges and what if we have confrointed them but
wore unable w sense their presence’?

Riologist Bdward O. Witson says thal we are sense lesy
of the physical world around us than most people would
ever know., “We live entirely within a miicroscopic
scetion of the stimuli that are possible and that flobd in
us all the time,”” he notes, And indecd,

when wo look at the ways in
which various
animals

usg these natural stimuli to navigate and communicate,
it's really profound.

Pollinators like bees and butterflics have the sbility to
see the UV rays, which helps them navigate into a
flower's sweet spot. Mantis shrimps facilitate signalling
by ciccularly polarized light patterns which is invisible
to every other creature on Cacth, whereas we can only
see the electromagneiic radialion across a remarkably
tiny section of the cntite spectrum. From ultra-low
frequency radiation to gamma radiation — we only get a
sliver of that. A number of anjmals such as bals,
dolphing, shrews and toothed whales use ceholocation
or bio sonar to both navigate and hunt. Imagine if we
were able to emit high-frequency sounds and use the
returning echoes to form images of our enviromment
with that accuracy!

We have gol GI'S but many animals usc efeciric charpes
and Farth's Magnetic ficld lor the same. Dogs use an
internal magnetic compass to guide pooping orientation,
salmon use it to navigate the occan, and oven cows temd

1o face either magnetic north or south when

prazing or resting, Sharks can detect
minute differences in the clectric ficld
around itand henee skilfully leads to
its prey. Bacteria, other social
ingeels, and vatious manunals live
in a sea of pheromones that we
have little capacity to grasp.
We're just beginning to
understand how the natural world
wotks and a large part of it is that it
lives in another world from the onc
we do. We are surrounded hy a whole
world of sensations that arc
compleiely unknown to us, We are
lacking many more undiscovered
phenomenal senses that cotnpel us o
question ourselves, “Arc we senseless?”

Taranpreei Kaur
B. Sc. (Hons,) Zoology II Year
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TECHNOLOGY- A SLAYER?

I-don't fear technalogy, | fear its profusion
Needlsss to say, thore

vanished? Blame tton EMR!

Repently, there has been an ¢normaous peowth in the global
communication “industry which has resulted in an
exponential increasc in the number of wircless devices
radiatinony
which are dangerous 1o birds, bees and builerflies.
Rescarch indicates that birds living near base stations do |
not breed well and their immunc system is damaged by |
cxposure 1o these radialions. The eleclromagnetic ficld is
the reason behind this. You cannot sec il, you cannol stelt |
i1, you eannot hear it and you cannot feel il but its effects
are relentiess. Cryplochrome pigrents found in the eyes
arc also alfected by FMFEs. Conscquently, those birds
could not ascertain the position of the sun accurately and |
withoul these solar fields thoy completely Jose their way.
Further, it is believed ihat the microwave radiations could
distort the carth magnetic field that birds use for |
navigation, Birds when cxposed 1o low frequency
electromagnetic radiation get disoriented and starts fiying
in different directions, Microwaves can interfore with |
their sensors and misguide them while navigating. A large
number of birds like pigeons, sparrow, and Swans sre
disappearing due to interference frem the mobile phones

towers. All mobile towers emil microwave

LW ers,

Stricter radiation norms must be enforced by the !
policymakers across the globe. The solution 1o avoid |
exoess radiations is to usc radiation shicld which absarbs
10% ta 30% of radiations depending upon 1ts placemenl
and direetion of the source of radiation. Mobile companies
should nol be in denial mode and accept that these |
rudiations causcs' serious lhealth problems, only then
paople all over the world will carry out rescarch and !

suggest solutions.
o remember the world is not only for humans. ..

Decksha Manchanda
B. Sc.(Hons,} Zonlogy TFE Year |

is an obstructive effect o sociely |
and naturc due to the invention of advatced versions of !
mobile phones. Ever wondered where the Dbirds have

WATER AND ITS STRANGE BEHAYIOR

Water is vita) for all known forms of life, even though it
provides na calories or erganic nutrients. 1t exists mainly in
three forms- solid, liquid and vapor which are inter-
converible, Though, water may be one of the most plentitul
compounds an Earih, i 15. also known to be one of the most
Iysterions one.
We all belicve that the hotier the walcr is, the more time it
1akes to cool upand frevee.
Though, a fun fact about water that you will be
fMabbergasted 1o read is that warm water freezes faster than
cold water, This may scom to be a fake fact, however, this
accurs duc 1o the Mpemba elfcel, called so after a
Tanzanian student named Erasto Mpemba who
discovercd that a hot mixture of ice cream froxe faster than
A cold one,
None of the preswmptions behind this theory are
scientifically proven yet it scoms to be related to the
velocilics of water pariicles, According 1o research studics,
the velocities of water particles have a speeific d]apumtmu
whife they are hot which allows them to freeze. mare
readily. 4f this concepl is proven correet, this finding could
also hd,z,z, :ﬂ}pl?ml‘.mns in daily 11[1, Jike cogling duwn
clectroni (I'é\'hce nehir researchys ﬂmun have profosed
that hot 1i1ofi3 J‘},J\ﬂlm:: better | _
t'efrigd’rafql 1 {mduct hLdL fore effiffen Hanud,
the waﬁrinﬁi iners tengiafolirpers | reéne oG
reasen o§ that " @!ﬁ; ratod quickly and
gine ,ﬁ_}}T 1 t.ndfather‘mm )i%(?]ﬁ the wah,r
redze more rapidly. Yet Emcuth roup: nf‘p

yl mat the Mpemba paradux is the oulcome ofihes qm,
properties of diffceent bonds that hold molu:u]eq uf water
lgether,
While, none of the above cxplanations are entirely
convinging and haven't been praven yet, anoher fact on
gimilar lines thal might iniriguc you is that cold water heats
up faster than hol water, The scientists who made iz
dizcovery named this as the inverse Mpemba effect,
Thus, ahove facls establishes mysterious nature of water.
Wlho knaws? You might just acquire the fame you have
always dreaml of by having insight inte colourlul
properties of water and solving (his mystery which still
gives scientists slespless nights!!]

Aastha Kavor
R, Se.{Hons.) Zoology T Year
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